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Impressions From The General 
Assembly In Knoxville 


The eighty-second General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States met in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Knoxville, Tenn., 
on Thursday evening, May 28, 1942, at 7:30 
o’clock. 

The opening sermon was preached by Rev. Chas. 
E. Diehl, D.D., President of Southwestern Pres- 
byterian University, Memphis, Tenn., and retiring 
Moderator of the General Assembly. His subject 
was “The Time Is At Hand,” and the text Mark 
1:15. The message dealt largely with the social 
and moral welfare of the world. The first half of 
the message was taken up with a recital of the 
alleged failures of our Nation to measure up to 
her moral and social responsibilities, nationally 
and internationally, after World War Number 
One. He then set forth under four heads “some 
progress” which has been made during the past 
quarter of a century. “‘(a) Our pulpits are no 
longer used as recruiting stations, nor is the 
Church blessing war. It is recognized as wrong, 
un-Christian, terrible, and can be tolerated only 
because it is now the only alternative for Hitler- 
ism, which is a worse wrong. () There seems to 
be more objectivity in. our consideration of the 
general situation, less of bitter hate and name- 
calling on the part of the nations which love free- 
dom. (c) A saner conception exists with regard to 
the causes of war, and a realization that all of us 
must accept our share of the responsibility for 
this catastrophe. There is an increasingly peni- 
tent recognition of the fact that the status quo, 
the old world order, which we cherished and tried 
to perpetuate, was inadequate and wrong. If Hit- 
ler had not challenged it someone else would 
have. It happened that our selfishness and un- 
brotherliness, our greed and avarice and pride, 
impinged most heavily upon Germany, Italy, and 
Japan, and these nations have started a crusade 
for a new and intolerable world order. (d) There 
has never been such honest, intelligent, persistent 





and widespread endeavors to discover the basis of 
a just and enduring peace. In England and in this 
country, the question is being considered with a 
sanctified commonsense which has hitherto been 
unknown. 

The vision of Jesus included a redeemed world, 
an international Christianity, across all boundaries 
of race and people. His message was simple and 
understandable—the Fatherhood of God, with its 
corollary, the brotherhood of man, the infinite 
value of the human soul, and love as the life and 
law of the universe. 

The Kingdom of God, of which Jesus spoke, is 
very different from the kingdom of the world, 
which is the kingdom of self. The Golden Age of 
freedom and justice and mercy and love and pity 
and courage and self-forgetfulness is not easily 
ushered in. It cannot be realized by mere economic 
or social reform, but only by changing the hearts 
and minds of the individuals who compose society, 
and that requires supernatural aid. 


The Kingdom of God on earth involves a moral 
revolution, and that can come only as a result of 
radically changed attitudes. 

Christianity is not the religion of a book or of 
a creed, though the Bible is its source book, and 
the creeds are honest attempt on the part of good 
men to set down in systematic form their ideas ci 
the teachings of the Source Book. Christianity is 
the religion of a Person, the religion of the Spirit. 

Because Christianity is the religion of the Spirit, 
it is not static but dynamic. It is geared to the 
needs of a changing world, and to our enlarged 
conception of the implications of the Gospel mcs- 
sage. It was so designed. 


The civilization of the future must be built, not 
upon the sword, but upon the things of the spirit. 
The principles of Christ must be applied in all the 
affairs of life — social, political, economic, com- 
mercial, and the rest. It is not enough to say that 
all this sinful world needs is the Gospel of Christ. 
That Gospel must be implemented by the best 
thought of our age. The sacredness of personality, 
which is the only intrinsic value we know, must be 
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defended at all hazards, and in all its implications. 

Two of the strongest foes of Christianity are 
ignorance and ingincerity, and these foes must be 
exorcised by Christian education. 

None of us is wise enough to suggest a blue- 
print of the future, but the Church of Jesus Christ 
cannot save its Ts if it does not wholeheartedly 
subscribe to the declaration of the Jerusalem Mis- 
sionary Conference in 1928, which added: “We 
believe in a Christian world. We know nothing bet- 
ter, we can be content with nothing less.” When 
we believe this strongly enough, when we want it 
badly enough, we will begin with ourselves, and 
then things will happen. If we take the Gospel 
message too much to heart, people will think us 
odd. They will again call us “People of the Way,” 
but don’t forget that Calvary is the story of a 
Man who took things terribly to heart. 

Editorial Comment 

As we listened our hearts burned within us that 
the speaker would only present “Christ as very 
and eternal God, who became man by being born 
of a virgin, who offered Himself a sacrifice to 
satisfy Divine justice and reconcile us to God, 
who rose from the dead with the same body with 
which He suffered, and who will come again to 
judge the world,” and hold Him up as the one and 
only Saviour of men who are dead in their tres- 
passes and sins and totally without hope save in 
His vicarious atonement. 

The first ballot for the election of the Moder- 
ator for this Assembly gave Judge Charles G. 
Rose 142 votes; Rev. Thomas K. Young, D.D., 88 
votes; and Rev. L. Ross Lynn, D.D., 85 votes. The 
second ballot gave Judge Rose 197 votes and Dr. 
Young 115 votes. Judge Rose is an honored Elder 
of our Church, a member of the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Fayetteville, N. C., of which town 
he is a native and where he still resides. He has 
been active in that Church and in the Church at 
large since early manhood. He was for twenty- 
seven years the Superintendent of the Sunday 
School of his Church, and for the past ten years 
has taught the Men’s Bible Class. He has been a 
Commissioner to the General Assembly three 
times, and last fall was elected Moderator of the 
Synod of North Carolina. He is a graduate of 
Davidson College and the University of North 
Carolina, and has practiced law for some forty 
years. He presided in a most capable way, expe- 
diting the business of the Assembly and yet show- 
ing extreme courtesy and fairness to all men and 
all sides at all times. 

The devotional hours were very helpful. The 
high spot in these came on Sunday when in the 
morning the message was brought by Rev. John 
M. Alexander, D.D., the Moderator’s Pastor at 
Lexington, N. C. This message seemed to draw us 
all closer to God and to prepare us for the Com- 
munion of the Lord’s Supper which followed. This 
latter service was presided over by Rev. Dunbar 
H. Ogden, D.D., and Rev. Egbert W. Smith, D.D. 
A number of Commissioners expressed themselves 
as feeling that this was one of the very finest 
communion services they had ever participated in. 
In the afternoon a popular meeting in the interest 
of Foreign Missions was largely attended, and the 
speakers set forth in a forceful way the obliga- 
tions of our Church to carry the Gospel even unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth. 

On Monday evening the Assembly joined with 
the Pastor, the Officers and the Congregation of 
the First Presbyterian Church in the celebration 
4 — one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of this 

urch, 








The following petition Was sent up to the Gen- 
eral Assembly relative to'The Southern Presbyte- 


rian Journal: 
“May 20, 1942. 

“To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, in session at Knox- 
ville, Tenn., May 23, 1942: 

“Inasmuch as the first number of a new publi- 
cation bearing the name, The Southern Presbyte- 
rian Journal, appeared after the spring meetings 
of Presbyteries, we, the undersigned ministers, 
members from three Presbyteries, submit the fol- 
lowing facts for the consideration of the General 
Assembly: 

“1. That this publication is using the name by 
which the Presbyterian in the United States is 
popularly known throughout this country. 

“2. In so doing it may create the impression on 
the uninformed that it officially represents the 
Church whose name it has assumed. 

“3. Despite the preliminary statement of the 
editorial staff, in a circular preceding the first 
issue, that the publication of this paper ‘is not a 
devisive movement,’ the first copy (a copy of 
which is herewith submitted) gives evidence that 
the editorial staff intends to deal with highly con- 
troversial questions in a belligerent and appar- 
ently authoritative tone. 

In the light of these facts and the probable 
consequences, we respectfully overture the Gen- 
eral Assembly to advise the Board of Directors of 
this organ to refrain from using a name which 
implies an official connection with our Church. 

_““(Signed): W. J. Millard, Memphis Presbytery; 
R. L. Jetton, Memphis Presbytery; W. H. Mc- 
Fadden, Memphis Presbytery; Thomas E. Hill, 
Memphis Presbytery; W. O. Shewmaker, South 
Mississippi Presbytery; V. L. Bryant, Memphis 
Presbytery; James E. Green, North Mississippi 
Presbytery; F. B. Gear, Mississippi Presbytery.” 

This was referred to the Committee on Bills and 
Overtures, which reported as follows: 

“That since the management of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal has indicated its intention 
of carrying in the masthead the statement that it 
has no official connection with the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, we therefore re- 
commend that the communication be answered in 
the negative. Chas. E. Diehl, Chmn.” 


This action was then taken by the General As- 
sembly. 


Much interest was manifested in the Report of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, particularly 
to that part dealing with our participation in the 
Federal Council of Churches and the Committee 
on Co-operation and Union. Majority and minority 
reports were brought in on these two matters. 


The Presbytery of Knoxville had presented the 
following overture: 


“The General Assembly has placed the admin- 
istration of its missionary and educational work 
with Executive Committees and has authorized 
these committees to co-operate with the agencies 
of other Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
wherever the work will be advanced thereby. 


“These Executive Committees represent the 
entire Church in the fields they are appointed to 
serve. As the question of church union is a con- 
troversial one, the Presbytery of Knoxville ex- 
presses the sincere conviction that it would not be 
wise for any Assembly agency to be associated 
with the work of the Committee on Co-operation 
and Union, which has its own distinctive respon- 
sibility.” 
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Representatives of the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union came before the Foreign 
Relations Committee and asked that this recom- 
mendation be not recommended by that Commit- 
tee to the General Assembly on the ground that 
it would hamper them in their efforts toward 
plans for Union. The Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee acceded to their request and recommended to 
the Assembly that this be answered in the nega- 
tive. On the floor of the Assembly, Rev. Homer 
MeMillan, D.D., Executive Secretary of Assembly’s 
Home Missions, and Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D., 
Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions, both 
spoke in favor of the Knoxville Overture. The 
Assembly answered the overture in the affirma- 
tive by a large majority. 

Seven Presbyteries—Augusta, Knoxville, Meri- 
dian, Florida, West Hanover, Paris, and North 
Alabama—overtured the Assembly to sever its re- 
lation with the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America. The majority report recom- 
mended that these be answered in the negative. 
The minority report, signed by Rev. H. B. Dendy, 
D.D., of Asheville Presbytery, and Rev. W. H. 
McIntosh, D.D., of Meridian Presbytery, recom- 
mended that an affirmative answer be given. 

Those supporting the majority report spoke 
particularly with reference to the Federal Coun- 
cil’s work on the behalf of our chaplains and sol- 
diers. Those opposing spoke especially of the 
Council as a politico-religious organization with 
radical leanings in politics and modernistic ten- 
dencies in religion. The majority recommendation 
carried by a vote of around two to one. 

Fourteen Presbyteries—Kings Mountain, Con- 
cord, Abingdon, Athens, Arkansas, Pine Bluff, 
Knoxville, New Orleans, LaFayette, Harmany, 
Dallas, Paris, and North Alabama—sent up over- 
tures asking that the General Assembly instruct 
its Committee on Co-operation and Union, together 
with the corresponding Committee of the U.S.A. 
Church, in any plan of Union proposed to our 
Church to make a deliverance setting forth in a 
clear and definite statement the belief of the As- 
semblies on these several doctrines: “The accept- 
ance of the infallible truth and divine authority 
of the Scriptures, and of Christ as very and eter- 
nal God, who became man by being born of a vir- 
gin, who offered Himself a sacrifice to satisfy di- 
vine justice and reconcile us to God, who rose 
from the dead with the same body with which He 
suffered, and who will return again to judge the 
world, as being involved in the ordination vows to 
which we (ministers and elders) subscribe.” 

The majority report recommended that these 
overtures be answered in the negative on the 
ground that the matters referred to are already a 
part of the standards of the Churches U. S. and 
U.S.A., and are therefore embodied in the ordina- 
tion vows now prescribed by both churches. The 
minority report, signed by Dendy and McIntosh, 
recommended that the Assembly instruct its Com- 
mittee on Co-operation and Union to include in 
any proposed plan of Union, an express declara- 
tion that our ordination vows involve the accept- 
ance of the infallible truth and Divine authority 
of the Scriptures, and of Christ as very and eter- 
nal God, who became man by being born of a vir- 
gin, who offered Himself a sacrifice to satisy Di- 
vine justice and reconcile us to God, who rose 
from the dead with the same body with which He 
suffered, and will return again to judge the world. 
This report was defeated and the majority report 
carried by about two to one. 


—<— 


A resolution, introduced by Rev. E. G. Lilly, of 
Charleston, S. C., to the effect that this action diq 
not in any wise mean that we were rejecting these 
doctrines, carried. 

The minority report also recommended that the 
General Assembly instruct its Committee on Co- 
operation and Union to thoroughly safeguard the 
great truth of the sufficiency of the Scriptures in 
relation to discipline, in any proposed plan of 
Union by incorporating into such plan Section 10 
of our Book of Church Order; the statement in 
Section 58 that the Church Courts can make no 
laws binding on the conscience; and the définition 
of an offense in Section 173. This was voted down 
by the majority as above. 

The following resolution, introduced by Rev. 
John R. Richardson, D.D., of Alexandria, La., was 
passed by practically a unanimous vote: 

“1, Whereas, the Federal Council affirms that 
one of its aims is to develop interest in the World 
Council; therefore, the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States hereby 
petitions the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America to place itself upon the doc- 
trinal basis of a World Council of Churches; to 
place its secretarial personnel upon this basis, and 
to call this basis to the attention of each minister, 
—s under its auspices for its appropriate re- 
gard. 

“2. In accord with her doctrine of the sufficiency 
of Scripture, the Presbyterian Church in the Uni- 
ted States hereby declares that she does not ac- 
cept any pronouncement of the Federal Council, 
its agencies or secretaries which go beyond the 
teachings of the Holy Scriptures as part of the 
official position or testimony of the Church as law 
or recommendations binding the consciences of her 
members, but only as the opinion of representative 
Christian gentlemen.” 

Dr. McGukin and his fine corps of helpers, to- 
gether with the entire membership of this Church 
and their friends, did an excellent job of enter- 
taining, the Assembly. It is not an easy matter to 
take care of all the needs of the various commis- 
sioners, but this was done in a most acceptable 
manner, May God’s great blessings continue upon 
this great Church, Pastor, and People .—H.B.D. 


6 
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The famous theologian and writer of Holland, 
Dr. Abraham Kuyper, went to his first pastorate 
with advanced liberal views. In his first pastoral 
visit in the home of a day laborer, a daughter of 
the home, kindly but positively raised objections 
to his preaching, and admonished him on the ne- 
cessity of his conversion, on taking refuge in the 
blood of the atonement. On leaving, she refused to 
shake hands with him, as a protest to his spiritual 
character. The visit was repeated with the result: 
“T have accepted the foolishness of the cross, as 
the highest and only wisdom.” 


Biatiain 
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Tennessee: “The first copy of The Journal came 
yesterday and both Mr. and I have read it 
from cover to cover and enjoyed it. I know there 
is a place for an outspoken, fundamental paper in 
our Church today, for many of us are tak- 
ing or or some similar magazine. 
We are praying God’s guidance on you as you 
send out the truth and expose the error. There 
are so many in distress today and they are pray- 
ing but they do not feel the need of repentance, 
either individually or as a Church or as a Nation. 
I would like to see The Journal lead in a call for 
repentance.” 
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Southern Presbyterians 
Not Isolationists 


Recently an article on this subject was pub- 
lished in The Presbyterian of The South. The 
title is merely a statement of fact for which 
many have long contended, but the fact does not 
merit the conclusion that all roads lead to the 
Federal Council, and that there is no legitimate 
reason for our Church holding back. 


There are one or two inaccuracies in this state- 
ment which should be pointed out. At the present 
time the Home Missions Council, the Foreign 
Missions Council, the Council on Religious Edu- 
cation and the Stewardship Council, while having 
some joint committees, do not stem from the 
Federal Council. The Federal Council had nothing 
whatever to do with the creation of the Home 
Missions Council, and thus far has had nothing to 
do with determining its policies. The same is true 
of the other Councils that have been created for 
specific tasks. 


It is true that the Federal Council is engineer- 
ing a movement to bring all these Councils into 
one omnibus organization under its protecting 
wing and to make them the agencies of its social 
and economic propaganda. This has not yet been 
accomplished, and even if recommended by the 
joint committee now exploring the matter, there 
is no assurance that all of the agencies composing 
the Councils will be carried into this union, or 
be willing to be used in this way. 


Specific reference is made to the World Council 
of Churches. The World Council of Churches has 
no official connection with the Federal Council. 
The World Council of Churches is not a council 
of councils as some of the promoters wished it 
to be, but it is a council of churches with direct 
denominational representation. It is true that some 
of the members and officials of the Federal Coun- 
cil and of the World Council are connected with 
both Councils, but the representation of the 
World Council is by denominational appointment 
and not otherwise. Thus the whole church world 
has not committed its life and testimony and pro- 
gram to the tender care of the Federal Council as 
this article so earnestly strives to make it appear. 


The World Council of Churches does have a 
creedal basis governing the denominational repre- 
sentation. Membership is open only to those 
churches that acknowledge our Lord Jesus Christ 
as God and Savior. This means omission from the 
World Council of those churches that deny, or in 
any way limit the Godhead of Jesus Christ. 


If the Federal Council of Churches has a distinc- 
tive evangelical doctrinal test, it is so broad and 
inclusive as to have little significance. The Fed- 
eral Council is not primarily concerned with Chris- 
tian doctrine. Its main purpose is to line up the 
various Christian denominations behind its social 
and economic program. 
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Dr. Francis L. Patton, in his funeral sermon on 
the death of Dr. Wistar Hodge, of Princeton 1891, 
foresaw the infidel attack on the Christian faith 
and said: “The issue will be joined, by and by, on 
the essential truth of a miraculous and God-given 
revelation. And then we must be ready to fight, 
and, if need be, die, in defense of the blood- 
bought truths of the common salvation.” 











TOLERANCE 


The Journal has been founded for one pur- 
pose,—to rally our Church to deeper consecration, 
more study of and loyalty to God’s Word, and, in 
this way to promote a Spiritual revival. 


Many approve of this step. In fact, the enthusi- 
astic response resulting in more than one thou- 
sand individual paid subscriptions in the first 
month, and hundreds of sympathetic and approving 
letters, are concrete evidence that The Journal 
meets a need. 


Aside from the thousands in pulpit and pew 
who approve, there are also many who are 
indifferent. Then too, there are a few who openly 
oppose. It is of these that we ask the tolerance 
which some are willing to accord men and insti- 
tutions whose beliefs are openly at variance with 
historical Christianity. A tolerance only granted 
the liberal viewpoint can hardly be called tolerance. 


But, regardless of your attitude toward The 
Journal we would like to ask your prayers. If 
you are sympathetic pray for us. If you are in- 
different we want your prayers for prayer may 
change your luke-warm attitude. If you oppose us 
won’t you pray for us? Prayer will insure that 
The Journal attains its objective, God’s glory. 


The very few who have openly expressed re- 
sentment toward The Journal have affirmed 
that it is an attempt to sit in judgment on men 
and organizations. We would simply reply that 
it will be a tragic day for the Church when the 
voice of opposition cannot be raised against what 
is felt to be serious mistakes or tendencies within 
the Church. Church history proves this again and 
again. 

It is probable that we will also make mistakes. 
That is why we so earnestly request your prayers. 
At the same time we do claim the God-given 
right to present the issues, now facing the Church, 
in the light of what we believe to be the teaching 
of the Bible and the historic position of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 

To keep silent would be a sin and a dereliction 
of duty towards our Church. Only by God’s grace 
and strength and thru the leading of the Spirit can 
we accomplish our purpose. Brethren, pray og us, 





The Authority Of Assurance 


“For we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables.” II. Peter 1:16. 


Authoritative preaching brings results. Not 
preaching based on man’s wisdom and assump- 
tions, but messages backed by a “Thus saith the 
Lord.” 

Paul and Peter made it very plain that they 
were assured in their hearts that the Gospel which 
they preached was divine in origin and trans- 
forming in effect on the life and future destiny of 
their hearers. It was not a system of cunningly 
devised fables. To them it was an assured fact 
that all men are sinners, that the wages of sin is 
death, and that in Christ Jesus is the one and 
only means of salvation. 

In the business world the salesman who knows 
and believes in the product he is called on to sell 
is the one who is successful in convincing his 
customers. 

This holds true in preaching. The minister who 
today brings an authoritative message based on 
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the assurance which comes from saturation with 
God’s Word will have his congregation saying with 
the disciples of the Emmaus road, “Did not our 
heart burn within us, while he talked with us on 
the way, and while he opened to us the Scrip- 
tures?” 

Paul knew how to preach and how not to 
preach. He knew the pitfalls of scholarly preach- 
ing based on human wisdom. To the Corinthians 
he said: “And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I 


———— 
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determined not to know anything among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was 
with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling. And my speech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that 
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
man, but in the power of God.” 

Thank God a minister can have the authority 
of assurance in times like these. His is the sure 
foundation of ‘‘Thus saith the Lord.” —L,N.B. 








Bases Of A Just and Durable Peace 


As Proposed By The Federal Council Of Churches 
By Vernon W. Patterson* 


In this day of many startling events, one of 
the most astounding was the action taken at the 
Conference sponsored by the Federal Council of 
Churches at Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, 
Ohio, March 3-5, 1942. This Conference passed 
resolutions stating what it considered “the bases 
of a just and durable peace” and the means of 
establishing such a peace. The importance of the 
action lies both in the prominence and influence 
of the group making the proposals and in the 
fact that the Federal Council is calling upon all 
of its own constituency and upon all Christians 
and the United States to get behind the proposed 
program. 


The Conference was composed of 377 delegates, 
of whom, according to the very excellent report 
of the meeting appearing in Time, March 16, 
1942, there were “15 bishops of five denomina- 
tions, seven seminary heads (including Yale, Chi- 
cago, Princeton, Colgate-Rochester), eight college 
and university presidents (including Princeton’s 
Harold W. Dodds), practically all of the ranking 
officials of the Federal Council and a group of 
well-known laymen, including John R. Mott, Irving 
Fisher and Harvey S. Firestone, Jr. ‘Intellectually,’ 
said Methodist Bishop Ivan Lee Holt of Texas, 
‘this is the most distinguished American church 
gathering I have seen in 30 years of conference- 
going.’ ” 

The complete text of the resolutions adopted 
has since been published in booklet form. A 
casual reading may give the impression of high 
idealism and fine Christian sentiment; but a care- 
ful analysis of just what is proposed and a 
thorough consideration of the probable ultimate 
outcome of the principles stated brings a sense of 
amazement, if not shock, that such a program 
should now be seriously and boldly presented to 
our democracy by leading churchmen and edu- 
cators in the name of Christianity. 


In order to establish a just and durable peace, 
the Conference proposes, in brief, that an inter- 
national world government be set up, to which 
all governments shall relinquish essentially their 
sovereignty and turn over their armed forces, 
reserving only a_ sufficient number “for the 
preservation of domestic order.” There must be 


“the progressive elimination of—tariffs and 
quotas,” freedom of immigration, ‘a universal 
system of money” with an international bank, 


“equal access to natural resources,” and “autonomy 
for all subject and colonial peoples.’”’ The prin- 


ciple is endorsed that “national inter-dependence 
now replaces independence.” 


The foundation upon which all this idealistic 
structure is built is the belief that, to use the 
words of the resolution, “man is a child of God 
and all men are brothers one of another.” “Human 
solidarity and brotherhood in a potential family 
of God” is said to be a basic doctrine. The true 
nature of this “brotherhood” is seen in the mem- 
bership of the Conference, which naturally would 
exemplify the “brotherhood” meant in its highest 
form. There were included among the delegates 
Unitarians, Universalists, and Christian Scientists. 
Also there were men who for years in public 
speech and writing have disclaimed belief in the 
authority of the Scriptures, the deity of Christ, 
His substitutionary atonement, and His bodily 
resurrection. There were even a number who have 
often appeared in public alongside leaders of the 
Communist Party and other radical elements in 
advocacy of their policies and programs. In short, 
here is a “brotherhood” without faith in the deity 
and redeeming blood of Christ, without regenera- 
tion or the new birth, a purely naturalistic 
brotherhood based solely upon a common menm- 
bership in the human species. From such a start- 
ing point, it becomes quite easy to extend this 
“brotherhood” to “all men’”—Mohammedan, Budd- 
hist, Shintoist, Atheist, and members of all pagan 
cults—, and to set as the missionary objective of 
the church the “responsibility to bring all men 
into full relationship as children of God.” 


The means by which the Conference proposes to 
bring about the new “world order’ deserves seri- 
ous consideration. “An inclusive educational pro- 
gram”’ is proposed, which is to include “cumulative 
courses for use in church schools and_ study 
groups,” “cooperation of denominational boards,” 
“youth programs,” “study of peace issues in pub- 
lice and private day schools,’ the employment of 
“all vehicles for the transmission of ideals, in- 
cluding magazines, motion pictures and radio,”, 
the supporting of “government officials who are 
promoting far-sighted peace proposals.’”’ A system- 
atic attempt will be made “to crystalize public 
opinion,” and “the influerce of the churches 
shall be employed to keep the foregoing principles 
before the attention of diplomats and statesmen.” 
Lastly, the churches are to be solicited to give 
cooperation to the World Council of Churches, 


*Elder First Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, 
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now in process of formation, and this World 
Council is to make arrangements for a meeting 
“whenever or wherever any official peace confer- 
ence or conferences may be held,” “in order that 
through such q session the influence of Christian 
thought (may) be brought to bear upon the 
formulation of plans for peace settlement.” 

Here is a strategy designed to influence govern- 
mental agencies that would be worthy of the 
shrewdest political party. One cannot help but 
wonder what, in the thinking of these leaders, 
has become of the principle of the separation of 
church and state, which was basic in the founding 
of our democracy. Here the church not only ad- 
vocates political machinery and methods, but does 
so with the avowed purpose of influencing, and if 
possible dominating, a political peace conference 
in order that an international government after its 
own ideas may be set up. The lesson of history is 
unmistakable that the church cannot meddle in 
the affairs of the state without becoming con- 
trolled by the state. But here apparently this 
warning of the past has either been ignored, or 
has been set aside in the hope that the church 
will now be able to dominate this super-state of 
its own begetting. 

Politically, here is to be a world government, 
initiated by and therefore probably dominated by, 
a world church. It will have absolute power, for 
it will have at its disposal all armed forces, except 
small national groups left for local police duty. 

In accord with the Conference’s principle of 
“brotherhood,” it is stated that in the peace settle- 
ment, “there should be no punitive reparations, 
no humiliating decrees of war guilt, no arbitrary 
dismemberment of nations.” All such, of course, 
would seriously wound the feelings of Germany 
and Japan, and this would not be brotherly. No 
one must suggest that they were guilty or presume 
to ask them to pay in part (they could never pay 
in full!) for the terrible devastation and de- 
struction wrought. 

However, our own country is censured on the 
ground that selfishly it has allowed “irresponsible 
forces” to shape the world, though it has “held 
preponderant economic power” and “the capacity 
to influence decisively’? world events. It is said 
that “a very heavy responsibility devolves upon 
the United States.” “Changes of national policy 
on the part of the United States” are required. 
The United States “must accept the responsibility 
for constructive action commensurate with its 
power and opportunity,” and should “play its full 
and essential part in the creation of a moral way 
of international living.” 


Economically, the profit-motive developing into 
“economic nationalism” is severely criticized. Then 
there is recognized “an alternative way of pro- 
duction—based on complete management and con- 
trol of all economic life by government’’—in other 
words, the Communistie or totalitarian way. But 
the church, while it “has a manifest duty in the 
economic field,” must not “line up on the side of 
any economic system.” Here are two mutually 
destructive economic principles, but the church 
must not side with either. The leanings of the 
Conference, however, are clearly indicated. “Any 
economic program,” it says, “which regiments 
human beings and denies—freedom of collective 
bargaining, thus reducing labor to a mere com- 
modity—is manifestly wrong.” “We believe,” the 
resolution continues, “that a new ordering of 
economic life is both imminent and imperative, 
and that it will come either through voluntary 
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cooperation within the framework of democracy 
or through explosive pplitical revolution.” These 
statements will be easily recognized as the princi- 
ples, even largely the words, of the radical labor 
and extreme socialistic groups. In addition to this, 
“labor is to be given an increasing responsibility 
for participation in industrial management.” There 
are to be various cooperative producer’s associa- 
tions, a national economic council, industrial coun- 
cils, and “a tax program” so formulated “that our 
wealth may be more equitably distributed.” 

Socially, there should “be equitable treatment 
of all racial groups.” “Peoples of other races” 
are not to be denied “the essential position of 
brothers in the common family of mankind.” 
American Negroes in this country should be sub- 
ject to no discrimination. The full intention of 
these statements is indicated in the further appeal 
that negroes ‘“‘be given suitable recognition in the 
Administrative and Judicial Departments of the 
Government,” and that they “should be welcomed 
into the membership, administrative personnel, and 
fellowship of our churehes, local and national.” 

If such a program were ever actually put into 
operation, one instinctively shudders at the tre- 
mendous possibilities that may result. It is interest- 
ing to speculate what position the representative 
from the United States would be assigned in such 
a world government. When the international 
council or congress composed of delegates from 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Spain, Russia, Turkey, 
Great Britain, the United States, and others 
came to elect officers, just where would we come 
in? Would we be given a Vice-Presidency? Or a 
Secretaryship? Or would we be assigned the Port- 
folio of Finance and Credit? Of course, that 
would remain to be seen, but almost certainly we 
should not be in a dominant position. The head- 
quarters also would without doubt be in Europe. 
So our nation from then on would take orders 
from a foreign ruler across the seas. 

The wise counsel of George Washington in his 
Farewell Address seems to have been completely 
forgotten. “Against the insidious wiles of foreign 
influence,” he warned, “(I conjure you to believe 
me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of a free people 
ought to be constantly awake; since history and 
experience prove that foreign influence is one of 
the most baneful foes of Republican Government. 
—The great rule of conduct for us, in regard 
to foreign nations, is in extending our commercial 
relations, to have with them as little political con- 
nection as possible. . . . ’Tis our true policy to 
steer clear of permanent alliances, with any portion 
of the foreign world. . . . Taking care always to 
keep ourselves, by suitable establishments, on a 
respectable defensive posture, we may safely trust 


to temporary alliances for extraordinary emer- 
gencies.”’ 


‘yne ancient question of the prophet Amos is 
appropriate in this connection, “Can two walk to- 
gether, except they be agreed?” (Am. 3:3.) 

Here also another serious question intrudes. 
With lust for power inherent in human nature, 
how long could the President or head of such a 
world government with such vast powers at his 
disposal keep back his hand from seizing world 
dictatorship? 

Again, with the world church exercising, pre- 
sumably, such a dominant place in world affairs, 
where does the Roman Catholic Church fit in? 
Temporal and political world sovereignty has 
always been the dream of this church. It already 
has the most intricately organized and world-wide 
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political machine on the face of the earth. Further- 
more, there have been for years marked tenden- 
cies on the part of the British churches, and even 
on the part of the Federal Council, toward reunion 
with “the Mother Church.” If these American and 
British churches, uniting in the World Council, 
join in co-operation with the Catholic Church and 
are successful in setting up the proposed world 
government, which will come out in the dominant 
positien ecclesiastically, the Protestants or Catho- 
lies? Will the World Council, which would so 
readily ask our nation to surrender its sovereignty 
politically, just so easily submit itself ecclesi- 
astically to the Catholic Church? These are solemn 
questions, and not to be lightly brushed aside. 


We cannot help but question also what our fore- 
fathers, who bought our freedom with sacrifice 
and blood, would say to such proposals. Imagine 
the reaction of Patrick Henry, Jefferson, Monroe, 
John Adams, Daniel Webster, and others of the 
founders and builders of our republic. We do 
well to refresh our minds as to some of the things 
that have been said by the far-sighted leaders 
of the past. Benjamin Franklin tersely said, “They 
that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little 
temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor 
safety.” And Abraham Lincoln has warned, “At 
what point then is the approach of danger to be 
expected? I answer if it ever reach us it must 
spring up amongst us; it cannot come from 
abroad. If destruction be our lot, we must our- 
selves be its author and finisher. As a nation of 
free men, we must live through all time or die 
by suicide.” 


“All men are brothers.’”’ Imagine in a zoo the 
lamb, the deer, and the goat proposing to the 
lion, leopard, and bear that, since they are all 
brothers, and since bars and barriers create 
suspicion and ill feeling, these should all be re- 
moved and a community organization of brother- 
hood and cooperation set up. What would become 
of the lamb, deer, and goat, if such a plan were 
carried out? They, of course, would be quickly de- 
stroyed. It could not be otherwise so long as the 
nature of the lion, leopard, and bear is ferocious 
and bloodthirsty. 


If this is true in the animal realm, how could 
it be different among men, who have so often 


shown themselves to be as quick to kill and de. 
stroy as wild beasts? Often lately we have heard 
certain groups of men referred to as wolves, mad- 
dogs, and rattlesnakes. What is meant, of course, 
is that these men are in their natures as ful] 
of hate and cruelty as are these deadly creatures, 
Their hearts are evil. As long as this is so, there 
will inevitably be enmity and strife. There must 
be a transformation of nature before there can 
be peace. This is self-evident. 


And here the strangest of all strange things in 
connection with the Delaware Conference appears, 
These church leaders are supposed to hold in their 
possession as a sacred trust the’ one, the only 
message that has power to transform human 
nature, the message of the crucified and risen 
Saviour, through faith in whose blood vile men are 
made pure, and hateful men are made loving 
and unselfish. And yet this message, which is their 
chief responsibility, has been ‘pushed aside for 
dangerous dabbling in strange political, economic, 
and social theories. For these fancies, they would 
eagerly risk all the religious liberty, political 
freedom, and priceless heritage, which has been 
bought for us by the blood of our forefathers 
through all the struggles since the foundation of 
our democracy and even back to the days of the 
Reformation. 


Paragraphs and pages are given to economic 
theories and political policies and formula—both 
of which are lacking sadly any adequate realistic 
apprehensions of the falibility of unregenerated 
mankind. Little or no space in the imposing reso- 
lutions of these great churchmen is dedicated to 
the essential and inescapable fact of the neces- 
sity of the regeneration of mankind through the 
purging blood of Jesus Christ which the Christian 
world knows to be a condition precedent to inter- 
national justice and world peace. 


In conclusion it is interesting to note that many 
of those at this imposing conference also have 
been outstanding among the pacifists of the na- 
tion and in no small way are believed to be re- 
sponsible for our serious military unpreparedness. 
It would seem a bit unusual] that those who have 
contributed least to the winning of this staggering 
war should thus elect themselves the arbiters of 
the peace which they did not help to win. 





Meeting Of The Columbia Theological Seminary Alumni 


Decatur, Ga., May 26, 1942. — The Alumni 
Association of Columbia Theological Seminary 
met on May 26, for dinner, at the Seminary. In 
the absence of the President, Dr. A. W. Dick, 
Rev. Cecil Thompson, of Valdosta, Ga., called the 
meeting to order. 

Guests of the Association were the Ministers’ 
Association of Atlanta, the Board of Directors of 
the Seminary, and the graduating class. The 
alumni enjoyed addresses by Rev. Alton Glasure, 
of Marietta, Ga.; Dr. R. E. McAlpine, formerly a 
Missionary in Japan; and Rev. E. H. Hamilton, 
Missionary in China. 

Dr. J. McDowell Richards, President of the 
Seminary, announced the following bequests re- 
ceived by the Seminary in the past two years: 
(1) The Fanny J. Bryan bequest of $35,000 for 
fellowships, from Columbia, S. C.; (2) The Luther 
Maxwell bequest of $15,000, for student loans, 


from Tuscaloosa, Ala.; (3) The bequest of $27,- 
000, made by Mrs. Clyde King, Sr., of Atlanta, 
Ga., for student loans—this is a memorial to her 
son, John King; (4) The David Crowell Campbell 
bequest of $20,000, a memorial to his father and 
mother, for_general endowment, from Knoxville, 
Tenn. The Alumni expressed their sincere appre- 
ciation for these friends of the Seminary who re- 
membered it in their wills. 

The officers of the Alumni Association for the 
coming year are: Rev. Cecil Thompson, Valdosta, 
Ga., President; Rev. John Melton, Rome, Ga., Vice- 
President; and Dr. G. T. Preer, College Park, Ga., 
Secretary. 

A period of prayer was held for the alumni in 
the service of our country. There are at least 35 
in the chaplaincy. 

The Association plans to appoint one alumnus 
in each Presbytery as a nucleus for its activities. 
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It Is Corban 


By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 


There are three reasons, other than the Devil 
and original sin, why we “sink i’ the scale”: (1) 
the crowd: it is so easy to do the known wrong 
with the crowd, or at least to get into error by 
contact with it; (2) the duration: when a process 
is protracted, its edge of warning wears off; (3) 
the minute: should evil become decomposed, its 
diminutiveness is deceptive. That is, the whole may 
be perceptible evil: the parts seem so innocent. 
And a fourth may be added, if apparently in con- 
tradiction to the second: the sudden: what one 
does rashly, on the spur of the moment, on soberer 
thought, he may find to be quite improper. 


“Korban” was a gift (so translated in the 
LXX), in the general sense of a sacrifice dedicated 
to God. The Jewish leadership of the time of our 
Lord on earth openly honored parents; but they 
made a way to avoid possible embarrassment touch- 
ing the fifth commandment by the invocation of 
what none could gainsay to be a higher law, viz., 
obligation to God direct. It is the old story of 
cultus and ethic, of formal versus real. But we 
are astounded that anyone (to say naught of min- 
isters of religion) should ever have come to the 
point where he could nullify a known law of God 
under cover of devotion to the Lord’s interests in 
a supposedly larger way. Glass houses may expose 
us; but surely here is cause for indignation right- 
eous in color. If the Korbanites used gifts thus de- 
voted, in their own interests, such added iniquity 
does not particularly concern us here; but we 
understand that it was “customary” for one self- 
ishly inclined, to say, “It is corban,” as regards 
certain possessions which he wished to employ for 
his own purposes, thus being quit of obligation to 
his parents touching such goods. What is of vital 
concern for us is, making void the revealed will of 
God by this “tradition” in the guise of larger de- 
votion in a higher realm. Here is a general prin- 
ciple: its applications are multiple: “And many 
sueh like things do ye.” (Mark 7:13). 


There is great point in reaching numbers of peo- 
ple for the Saviour. Evangelism and Christianiza- 
tion must go on. Our energies are obligated to 
bend thereto, and our time and abilities, and our 
all. But shall we seek the crowd at any price? Is 
it right for a Christian organization to conduct 
week-day frolics in the church rooms on Sunday 
nights in order to get the crowd? If a hundred 
can be inveigled in by the use of secular games 
and dances, is it justifiable, on the score of giving 
the Gospel message to a larger number, when 
otherwise only two dozen would come? Using the 
bait, if we dedicate it to God and per- 
adventure the whole is for His glory ... It is 


‘corban. 


Further concerning the Lord’s Day, some look 
upon it as a fossil. Nobody observes the Puri- 


‘tanical Sabbath now, it is said. The crowd has 


turned from it. Perhaps it never was so sacrosanct 
as our forebears felt it to be. Times have changed, 
and changing, have changed customs. We used to 
feel it wrong to buy articles short of necessity on 
the Holy Day; but now we are beyond that. And 
the rising theolog feels free to purchase candy, 
soda, and tobacco, as at other times. The Sabbath 
was made for man: man is the important thing. In 

























































addition we are preachers, and we possess a kind 
of immunity to lesser laws: we serve the Lord 
Christ. It is corban. 


And more, a group of young leaders feels need 
to retire from sights and sounds that pall, for the 
special purpose of planning the year’s work ahead. 
They are in school; and one cannot miss school 
schedules. But a week-end will be a fine time. 
They serve the Lord even though shunting the 
worship of the Sanctuary; and they have their 
own worship in the great out-of-doors. The leaders 
connive at it, perhaps foster it. All centers prac- 
tice it. So we enjoy a good time with our work, a 
week-end vacation at the expense of the Lord’s 
Day. It is all for His glory. It is corban. 


A score of years ago (that is a long while back, 
and years make so much difference), a certain 
Synod, practically to a man, as it appeared to one 
present, entered into a kind of blood covenant 
(sans the blood) touching the observance of the 
Sabbath Day, taking open stand against riding 
public conveyance to appointments on such Day. 
And now does anyone hesitate to do it? Of course 
it is solely in the interests of the Lord’s work. It 
is for the sake of the Kingdom. And surely on 
such high ground none can feel that God would 
object. It is corban. 


Then, we have young men studying for the min- 
istry, who have given oath to attend to definite 
duties. They assumed certain vows before Pres- 
bytery when taken “under care” thereof. They 
entered solemnly (how solemnly!) into compact 
with God to become ministers of His grace. It was 
voluntary. Yet some became Benedicts while in 
the course of preparation; and therefore they 
could not come—that is, not always. And some, 
while novices indeed, engaged in the care of 
churches; and the churches could not be allowed 
to suffer (forsitan et haec olim meminisse!) And 
some had undertaken other studies of secular char- 
acter, but very vital; and then there were clubs 
and various organizations that demanded quite 
properly a modicum of time. So it came to pass 
that the bounden obligations of class-room and 
chapel and seminary affairs, were thrust aside if 
unfortunately they were in conflict with the larger 
outlets of service, the Scriptural obligations to 
family, the more ambitious responsibilities in con- 
nection with the work general ..._ great 
church great men It is corban. (Let 
whom the shoe fits, wear it). 


We come to beliefs. What of the older views in 
re the revelation of God as being just that, viz., 
the revelation from God, and not a mere record 
of human expression and aspiration? And what 
also of the once common attitude towards certain 
reputed facts of history, recorded in the Bible as 
being facts and not theories? And again what 
about the miracles, the supernatural, the super- 
human, and all matters which the finite mind can- 
not reduce to the limits of its own comprehension 
and approval? Should these by any chance be rele- 
gated to the negligible by a self-adulatory scholar- 
ship which refuses to stomach anything eccentric 
to Hegel’s “the rational is real and the real is ra- 
tional” (the reader will take note that no charges 
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are here made), then do we hear that what must 
be must be? Are we to be broad, tolerant, intelli- 
gent, advanced, at any price? We don’t believe in 
magic; but enter the magicians, the Scribes and 


Pharisees; and all is “fixed,” mirabile dictu! It is 
corban. 


We come to the matter of religious education. 
To those who in loyalty to the psychology, peda- 
gogy, theology and religion of the Bible, have re- 
fused to budge, we owe much. But we must say 
that if there are those who demand that their 
principles be adopted at any cost; the cost of fore- 
going the Book, of forsaking the Faith, of deny- 
ing the fundamentals, we cannot walk in their 
company. If they claim super-Biblical insight, or 
extra-Scriptural acumen, or contra-Evangelical 
conclusions, their novelty does not prevent their 
being traditionalists. We have heard strange things, 
how that in the name of intelligence, and of pro- 
gress, for the sake of the pupil, the antique yoke 
of bondage must be thrown off. If this should in 
any wise be true, is it not corban? 


It has taken us quite a long time, and many re- 
sisted, feeling twinges of conscience about the 
matter, but finally the inherent power of the 
larger interests prevailed—I speak in re the cine- 
matograph. There is of course some evil in the 
invention; and the shows do lower the level of 
morals by their constant betrayal of old-fashioned 
proprieties; lechery and lust are now to be ac- 
cepted as commonplace in all polite circles, i.e. 
save, of course, in the persons of a few anti- 
quarians, who like the poor are _ present per- 
ennially. But it is especially advisable for the 
preacher, and the more so in the case of the bud- 
ding ministers, to know first-hand regarding all 
that goes on. Thus it is, in view of the greater 
things in the scale, that the known prohibitions, 
and the conscience once enlightened of God and 
keen-edged, must be bowed out of court. For this 
the up-to-date adult must surely agree with the 
recently overheard expression of a man and his 
wife (aside: they own the picture-show): ‘What 
a blessing the movies are! How fortunate that we 
have them particularly on Sundays (contrary to 
Texas law). They are such a boon to parents in 
keeping their children off of the streets on Sun- 


day afternoons.” (“Quo usque tandem!’’) It is 
corban. 


There is more, if one cares to apply the idea 
further. Anyone who has employed his right of 
franchise is aware of the item labelled politics. It 
has long since gotten out of Plato’s hands: to it, 
time and usage have been unkind. The term now 
involves reproach, deviousness, wire-pulling, and 
the like. And one has seen the semblance of poli- 
tics in the proceedings of the Church—for shame 
be it said. Does the idea seem to be that we must 
have certain measures passed, even at the sacrifice 
of propriety, and of politeness, and of the com- 
monly accepted laws of procedure? For it will ac- 
crue to the benefit of the whole: it is solely in the 
welfare of the greater good, “the greatest good 
for the greatest number.” Is there any truth in 
the insinuation? If the officer proposed by one 
clique is elected by unethical methods, the end 
justifies the means. Should private caucuses oper- 
ate, instead of democratic principles and Chris- 
tian fair-play (I write supposititiously), it re- 
dounds to the larger interests, in which we must 
center. The ecumenical is the great concern. We'll 
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call it Democracy; and we shall excuse the trans. 


gressions by invoking the magic formula: It is 
corban. 


A final application: What about the specific art. 
icles of the Creed as over against the blanket sub. 
scription to the system of doctrine? Some say: 
Take the whole; we accept the parts but disregard 
them. Others say: We reject some parts: we stand 
on the whole. To one who accepts all the parts 
and believes the whole, these two attitudes seem 
to look in the same direction. Is it easier to make 
a blanket vow than to assent to specific articles? 
If one does say, the creed is the thing, disregard 
details, the sound is the sound of corban. With a 
broad inclusivistic gesture shall we embosom mer- 
ger, smothering particular items fundamental to 
any possible bona fide association! Are we to 
justify an amalgamation which tolerates loose sub- 
scription, perhaps even trampling on the parts 
(which make up the whole of belief), by appeal to 
the great impetus for the Christian movement 
among men? In embracing the system, do the doc. 
trines vanish away? Then in so doing, the impres- 
sion gets abroad of merely gilding again the omi- 
nous words: It is corban. 


Enough! We go back to the beginning. Vulgarly, 
we often proceed. Others are doing it. The crowd 
excuses us. It could not be far wrong, since so 
many were engaged in the custom. Minutely, we 
loose our grip on things fundamental. By gradual 
decomposition we lose some foundation stones. 
Petrifaction is bad: disintegration is worse! 
Slowly, we drift from our moorings; and because 
it is so slow, it seems stability, or even advance! 
The gradual encroachment of evil, at one time 
clearly seen and hated, leads to indifference: an 
immediate vision would have made it abhorrent. 
Hastily, we may do that of which we repent at lei- 
sure. By such routes comes progress, or regress, 
to danger-point. To have a revival does not re- 
quire an ascent into the heavens, nor a descent 
into the depths: it is nigh us. Christians always 
live dangerously. The indicated necessity, both in 
practice and in preaching, in belief and in conduct, 
in public and in private, in individual and in 
church general—is to quit looking at rush-lights, 
no matter how brilliant they may seem to be: we 
must set our eyes on the Sun of Righteousness. To 
the law and the testimony we are bound to appeal, 
and not to any deliverance of man or practices or 
pronouncements of the sons of men which do not 
preserve intact the Faith once delivered. Let us 
keep clear of the danger of steering by a compass 
geared to the magnetic pole of this transient 
sphere. The only safe course is that determined by 
the gyroscope, whose relationship is celestial, in 
harmony with a moral and therefore a permanent 
system. 


“L’etat c’est moi” has a flamboyant sound. 
(Light is inaudible sound; and sound is invisible 
light). But nor king nor prelate, on throne or in 
pulpit, has the right to abrogate any known law 
of God on the specious plea of dedication to and 
maintenance of a higher goal or cause, even the 
goal of taking the world for the Christ! Which is 
the word of God; and which is tradition? There is 
the problem. But once clearly seen, there can be 
no question about which to follow—not for the 
Christian All of which is said without any 
claim to exemption from taking this physic. 


A concluding word: No one asked me to write 
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this. Ye editor may not publish it. These are some 
animadversions which have been causing me dis- 
comfort for many a day. This is not a sermon. 
However, I am sure that liberalism is an ignis 
fatuus: it always has been; but the “foundation 
of God standeth sure.”” We have an apostolic, 
Scriptural, Presbyterian, Church: there is no need 


for another. And if this new journal, which is not 
a substitute for, nor a combatant of, our other 
honored publications, is provocative of gratuitous 


division, then it were better for it to be mill- 
stoned and cast into the sea. And I very readily 
understand that some may say that this also is 
corban! 





Woman’s Work 


By Mrs. R. T. Faucette* 


Have you ever, during the Sunday School and 
Church hour, had occasion to drive through a 
street in some city where Negroes live, or through 
some slum district where the underprivileged call 
“home” or the country or mountainside where 
many are living? If you have, what did you find? 
You found crowds of children playing in the 
streets and grown ups, women predominating, 
sitting on the porches, but without hope in their 
eyes. You found the men not in evidence. In the 
country you found a ballgame going on and the 
roads filled with people, but not going to worship. 


This is the picture on the Lord’s day of our 
beloved Southland where, at present, over half 
of our population is not affiliated with any Church. 


This is a sad picture depicting a desperate con- 
dition, if we believe Christ when He said in John 
3:7-19—“For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved. He that believeth on him is 
not condemned; but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God.” There 
are thousands of condemned souls near any one 
of us. They are condemned for eternity unless 
they accept Christ as their Saviour. 


Poverty, bad housing, sickness and disease stir 
our sympathy, but none of it or all of it are com- 
parable to one lost soul. Are we doing anything 
about it? 


June is the month that the Auxiliaries are pre- 
senting and studying Synodical and Presbyterial 
work, which includes Outposts and Chapel work. 
It is so interesting to learn through an Auxiliary 
program what has been done by others in this great 
work, but it is very easy to sit down and let the 
inspiration of the meeting pass from us and then 
quietly let all opportunities that come our way go 
by us. without disturbing in any way our usual 
lives. The following is given with the prayer that 
many may catch a vision and begin a work which 
will draw the drifting souls around them away 
from sin unto the Lord: 


Several years ago, when the book “The Land of 
the Saddle Bags” was being read by Auxiliaries, 
it fell into the hands of two women who already 
had been told that in their country there were 
more out of the Church than in it. This fact had 
laid hold upon their hearts. They could not dis- 
miss it. It came before them when they prayed, 
but they did. not know how to start. When they 
read this book they found that in other communi- 
ties some had begun a real Christian work by 
affiliating with various kinds of community work 


already in process, or by using help which was 
available through the extension departments of 
state organizations and that they could make a 
beginning without having to raise any funds. These 
women, who definitely wanted to reach the rural 
population in their country for Christ, instructed 
and inspired by this advice which they found in 
“The Land of the Saddle Bags,” saw their oppor- 
tunity and immediately rented a small house near 
a county school for a very nominal sum. They then 
secured one of the Christian teachers in that school 
to live in the house, giving her the rent of it, and 
she in turn was to use her hours at home in having 
the girls and boys come to her for Christian clubs 
of study, recreation and social life. 


This was a small and modest beginning of an 
effort to enlist our rural people for Christ, but it 
has resulted in a splendid mission station. A manse 
has been built and a Presbyterian minister lives 
there and gives part of his time to that com- 
munity. Souls are being saved every week. 


These two women continued to look for other 
opportunities. They found that the American Sun- 
day Schoo] Union, the right arm of rural Christian 
work, had sent one of their missionaries into their 
county. They, with eight other women, have co- 
operated with him for ten years and the result has 
been Sunday Schools in more than sixty communi- 
ties where no services were held up to that time. 
Many of these are manned by Presbyterians from 
the city Churches and all are having the Word of 
God in its purity taught to them in love and with 
prayer. 


After establishing Sunday Schools these Ameri- 
can Sunday Schoo] Union missionaries often move 
on to other fields and the only criticism has been 
that the Sunday Schools they establish are left 
without leadership and without affiliations. Be- 
cause of the prayerful cooperation and work of 
these two women and others that they have brought 
into it, this will not be the case here. 


Is it not wonderful what God does through those 
be A yield themselves sacrificially to His revealed 
will? 


Has the June. study on Synodical and Presby- 
terial Home Missions given you a challenge? Do 
you feel that something should be done about it? 
If so, will you start? 


*Member of First Presbyterian Church, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 
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Winning The Ones For The Master 


(John 1:41-42) 
By Tom Glasgow* 


Surely no one decries the perfected organi- 
zations, the improved Church buildings and equip- 
ment and the great emphasis of this day and time 
on behalf of Christian Education. However, as 
these come into “their day,’ does it seem in some 
way that more of us, ministers and laymen, are 
consciously or unconsciously losing our sense of 
personal responsibility to witness for the Master? 

Somehow I feel many of us are relying upon 
these agencies and equipments to accomplish the 
task and responsibility which is inescapably ours. 
I for one would plead guilty. Perchance some of 
- who linger to read may join with me in that 
plea. 

How many of us spoke personally to some one 
yesterday—or last week about his immortal soul’s 
salvation? No? Then last month? Or April? or 
March? How many of us this year—almost six full 
months gone—have left our home, or office, or 
work, or play to go see a single soul—a friend or 
acquaintance, loved one or stranger whom we 
believe to be without Christ, (and if so—lost for 
time and Eternity!) to witness for the Master and 
invite him personally to take Christ as his personal 
Savior? 

We talk business and war and rationing and 
tires and priorities—but personal salvation through 
Jesus Christ, we just don’t get around to it! I ask 
myself: “Why is this the case?” The answer, I 
believe, is two-fold: (1) We forget that if we 
really witness for the Master we will be bragging, 
not on ourselves, but on our Savior; and (2) Moral 
cowardice and actual spiritual indifference? I 
don’t like this second answer! I do* not apply it to 


another. However, when I face the issue fairly 


and honestly, and frankly, I can’t dodge it for 
myself—I wish that I could! (Decide for yourself 
on number 2—“guilty” or “not guilty” but as a 
Christian, face it frankly!) If I believe they are 
eternaliy lost—what but cowardice or Spiritual 
indifference could keep me from witnessing? 

One season at Montreat three speakers of power 
were on the platform—the late Dr. “Billy” Ander- 
son of Dallas, Dr. Timothy Stone of Chicago, and 
Dr. George Truett also of Dallas. I tried to analyze 
the source of their surpassing power as they held 
and inspired the large audiences that flocked to 
hear them. They seemed to have one thing in com- 
mon which I believe was the key to the power of 
their message. Each wove into his message how 
God had used him to lead this man or that woman 
to find Christ a personal Saviour with the attend- 
‘ing blessing incident thereto! 

Great Christian Laymen who have blessed my 
life have inevitably been the great soul winners 
that I have been privileged to know. In Ministers 
or Laymen it is those who have dared to bear 
personal testimony who speak or inspire with 
greatest force and power. We look to our ministry 
for leadership in things Spiritual. It is both normal 
and proper that we do so. 

Some years back I attended a conference at 
Blue Ridge, N. C. composed of some of the 
strongest laymen in our Church. I discussed with 


*Elder Myers Park Presbyterian Church, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 


the President of one of our Seminaries, and also 
with a leading Pastor in our Church, the_canver. 
sation which had taken place at this conference, 
Both the President and the Pastor urged that this 
conference conversation be recorded and released, 
At that time I prepared an article entitled “Sales. 
Managers Wanted.’ May I here quote therefrom 
as. embodying at least a partial solution to the 
vital problem of “Winning the Ones for the 
Master.” 

In this conversation we were discussing the 
appalling absence of any definite personal evan- 
gelistic effort among Christian Laymen and the 
reason therefor. In the discussion I asked these 
gentlemen: “Have any of you ever been asked 
by your Pastor to go with him to help win a soul 
for Jesus Christ?”” To my amazement, one by one 
they all answered: ‘‘No.” 

I have been active in Sunday School work or 
as a Church Officer for more than twenty-five 
years. During that time I have served under five 
different pastors—all of them good men. However, 
never has one of them said to me, ‘‘Tom, come 
zo with me and let’s try to win so and so for 
Christ.” 

The Pastor is inescapably and wisely the corner- 
stone around which each Church’s standards must 
be built. Evangelism or any other Church activity 
will not rise much higher than the standards he 
sets. He is the accepted leader so far as his con- 
gregation is concerned, and rightly so. Unless he 
leads, with rare exceptions, there will be no 
leadership. ‘ 

I wonder how many pastors are truly leading 
their Officers, earnest Laymen, and splendid women 
into active personal work. Some are, I know, but 
how many? My heart goes out in full and under- 
standing sympathy to those who have failed to do 
so. They are human like us all. It takes courage 
and consecration of a high type to do active 
personal work. I don’t mean to extend an invi- 
tation from the platform. That is comparatively 
easy, but to leave your desk and go unaided, alone, 
single-handed and talk to a man, not about joining 
the Church, but about taking Christ as his personal 
Savior takes real courage! But Pastors, listen! 
There are thousands of your officers and members 
throughout the Church who would gladly follow 
your leadership if asked to work with you to win 
souls for the Kingdom. There are more thousands 
who, if asked, out of loyalty to you, would go 
with you on such a mission, and there, tasting the 
thrill of having a part in the salvation of an im- 
mortal soul would soon be eager to have a part 
with you again and again. However, without your 
leadership probably, they will never know that 
joy. Don’t send them. Take them. You remember, 
“Come ye after me (come along with me) and 1 
will make you fishers of men.”- Rare fellowship 
with your officers and members awaits you in this 
work, if you will lead. 

Your sermons are of vital importance. They 
deserve your diligent, earnest and best effort. 
Personal visits among your members go far to 
endear you to them, and widen your field of serv- 
ice. However, it’s so easy honestly to put in all 
your time in preparing your sermon, pastoral calls, 
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etc., when your greater work, giving untold power 
to your preaching and life, lies in leading your 
people as they “introduce” a lost soul to its Savior. 

I was keenly interested in hearing one of the 
splendid pastors of our Church say that often 
at the devotional period with his staff each morn- 
ing, he told them that they all could honestly be 
truly busy with regular routine all day, but un- 
jess some time was put in to help win a soul, the 
day would be lacking its sunset of worthwhile glory. 


I headed this letter “Sales Manager Wanted.” I 
live in the business world. I love it. Among my 
duties with our firm is that of sales manager. As 
| thought of this letter, I thought of the sales 
manager’s job. We’re sending out a new salesman. 
He’s untried, green and inexperienced. First, we 
train him as best we can in the house. Then we 
have a conference and tell him all we can as to 
how to meet the prospect and “land” the order. 
Then the sales manager or an experienced sales- 
man goes out into the territory with him, first 
doing the selling and letting the new man look on; 
then letting him take part in the selling; and then 
letting him do the selling, while the sales manager 
looks on. After a while, he’s ready to try it alone, 
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coming in for a conference and suggestions from 
time to time, until he is full-fledged and eager 
for his task. 


And so, Pastors, I urge you to lead me and the 
thousands you scarcely realize are awaiting your 
leadership throughout the Christian Church in the 
capacity of our spiritual sales managers, sales 
managers for that glorious Company “Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost” with charter unlimited, 
“offering” the redeeming pardon of a Savior’s 
love to a lost and sin-sick world. It will be a 
great experience for us. It will be a great experi- 
ence for you. I earnestly believe that under your 
leadership, faithfully and tactfully following such 
a program, there awaits the Christian Church the 
richest days of blessing and usefulness in its 
history. 

Have I dreamed a dream? Maybe so, but I am 
persuaded that under your consecrated leadership, 
as our sales managers, guided by the Master Sales 
Manager of Galilee, this dream will blossom into 
beautiful fruition, and a vitality be given the 
Christian Church, glorious and gratifying to Him 
and to you. 











The Righteous Nation Which Keepeth Faith 


By Rev. Edgar A. Woods — Statesboro, Ga. 


In Isaiah 26:2 these words of commendation are 
spoken to Israel, when she should prove faithful: 


“Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation 
which keepeth faith may enter in.” And in Matthew 
21:48 these words of condemnation are spoken by 
our Lord to Israel when she had turned from the 
truth: “The kingdom of God shall be taken away 
from you, and shall be given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof.” 


We think and speak of God as dealing primarily 
with individuals in the world, and it is true. But 
in a time like this we remember, too, that the 
Bible pictures God as dealing with nations as na- 
tions. These are days when we need to reaffirm 
our faith in the truth that “the kingdom is 
Jehovah’s, and He is ruler over the nations” (Ps. 
22:28), and that “God is the king of all earth; 
God reigneth over the nations.” (Ps. 47:7a-8a). 


Yet there are many earnest people who are 
troubled at heart, for God seems far away. What 
shall be: said about nations that seem to have 
gotten completely beyond God’s control, aggressor 
nations going their wilful way, apparently un- 
checked by the divine hand; attacking, despoiling, 
and oppressing weaker nations? Some months ago 
an article appeared in the Sunday Schoo] Times 
entitled “Why Doesn’t God Do Something?” The 
question was not asked querulously nor cynically, 
but it was a reverent attempt to throw some light 
upon our dark wold. It is a question that many 
have asked. In the light of present world events, 
how shall we explain the government of a righteous 
and omnipotent God? 


Let us begin with the words of our Lord. Long 
ago Jesus said: “Ye shall hear of wars and rumors 
of wars: see that ye be not troubled.” What did 





he mean? Surely not that we should be indifferent 
to the tragedy and suffering of it all. Not that we 
should be unconcerned about the progress of 
hostilities as it affects our homeland. But that we 
are not to be confused by the apparent chaos of 
the world. We are not to conclude that God is 
either indifferent or impotent in the face of it all. 
“See that-ye be not troubled, for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet.”? God’s 
final day of judgment has not yet come. But, says 
Jesus, be very sure that it will come. 


In the meantime, even now, God is working 
and judging. Individual souls are to be judged 
in the next world, but nations are being judged in 
this. Spiritual history is the'record of nations reap- 
ing what they sow, the record of how they keep 
faith with God who raised them up. 


What then is to be said about ruthless nations 
which seem to succeed? The Bible has this truth 
to state, a truth illustrated all through history: 
while God never wills nor initiates sin or wicked- 
ness and cruelty in the world, yet, when a nation 
has imbarked upon its wilful way, God sometimes 
uses its very wilful action to accomplish His 
purpose. He sometimes even uses wicked nations 
to punish, discipline, and call to repentence His 
peoples; but, after he has used such nations, he 
surely punishes them for their cruelty. God spoke 
throuh Habbakkuk the prophet: “behold ye among 
the nations, and look and wonder marvelously; for 
I am working a work in your days, which ye would 
not believe, though it be told you. For, lo, I raise 
up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, 
that march through the breadth of the earth to 
possess dwelling places that are not theirs.” (Hab. 
1:5-6). Of the same nation God said, “Thou art 
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my battle-axe and weapons of war: and with thee 
will I break in pieces the nations; and with thee 
I will destroy the kingdoms.” But when He is fin- 
ished using it, God says: “I will render unto 
Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all 
their evil that they have done in Zion in your 
sight, saith Jehovah.” (Jer. 51:20-24). So as 
Assyria an instrument in God’s hand: “Ho, 
Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, the staff in whose 
hand is mine indignation. I will send him against 
a profane nation, and against the people of my 
wrath will I give him a charge.” But when He 
is finished using Assyria: “Where fore it shall 
come to pass that when the Lord has performed 
his whole work upon Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, 
I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the 
king of Assyria. . . . For he hath said, by the 
strength of my hand I have done it, and by my 
wisdom.” (Isa. 10:5-6-12-13). How well Psalm 
76:10 expressed this truth: “Surely the wrath of 


man shall praise Thee: the remainder of wrath 
shall thou restrain.” 


So the Old Testament is largely a record of 
God’s choosing of, and his dealing with, the people 
of Israel. In their history they are repeatedly 
tested and disciplined in order that they might be 
fitted to carry out the purpose that God had for 
them. What was true of Israel has been true of 
many a nation through the centuries. God offers 
to that nation the- kingdom of God, the saving 
knowledge of Christ Jesus, raises it up, prospers 
it, entrusts it with a mission and a heritage in the 
world. “Happy indeed in the nation whose God 
is the Lord, and the people whom He has chosen 
for His own inheritance.” (Ps. 33:12). 


From the days of Pilate it never has been Christ 
who is standing on trial. Always it has been that 
nation in whose midst Christ stands that is being 
put to the test. Our Lord declared that the stone 
upon which a nation makes or breaks itself, is 
the question as to what that nation does with 
Christ in its faith and life. (Matt. 21:42-43). The 
Roman governor asked the mob outside his palace 
in Jerusalem the abiding question: “What shall 
I then do with Jesus, who is called the Christ?” 
And that mob as spokesmen of the Jewish nation 
shouted: “Away with Him. Crucify Him. His blood 
be upon us and our children.” The torch was 
offered the Jew and he rejected it. And the Jews 
today are scattered to the four winds of the 
earth, a separated people, and with a great hope, 
but persecuted everywhere to this day. Our Lord 
has said: “The Kingdom of God shall be taken 
away from you, and shall be given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof.” 


So followed the history of Greece and Rome. 
Martin Luther in his book Admonition to My 
Beloved Germans said: “What’s gone is gone. The 
Jews had Christ, but they rejected Him, and they 
are now scatteerd abroad. Greece had the pure 
Gospel, but now she has the Turk. Rome and 
the Latin nations had the truth, but now they 
have the Pope. Germany has now her great oppor- 
tunity, but unfaithfulness will drive it away.” 
For awhile Germany was very gloriously faithful, 
but in these latter years she has set up a strange 
nationalistic, militaristic idolatry, denying the very 
Lord who raised her to her former greatness. Is 
it possible that the Germany of Luther and Huss 
and other great fathers will have to hear the 
words: “The Kingdom of God shall be taken away 
from you and shall be given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof?” 





John Buchan, the British writer and statesman, 
an elder in the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, 
until his death in 1938 Governor General of 
Canada, saw the events leading up to the present 
conflict, and wrote to the British people: “Our 
peril in recent years has been an indifference; and 
that is a grave peril, for rust will crumble a metal 
when hammer blows will only harden it. I believe 
—and this is our great hope—that the challenge 
with which we are faced may restore to us that 
manly humility which alone gives us power. It may 
bring us back to God.” 


Words like that apply to us in America. To no 
nation has the kingdom of God been offered so 
richly with all its accompanying blessings. But 
are we bringing forth the fruits thereof? This 
freedom that we enjoy did not come by accident, 
but as a gift from God as our forefathers honored 
Him. We have no assurance that these blessings 
will continue to come regardless of how we as 
people believe and live. As we watch this warfare 
which has engulfed nation after nation, even as 
America girds her national strength to check the 
ruthless aggression that is loose in the world, surely 
we ought to give thought to things fundamental 
(those things the preservation of which is essential, 
not because they are old merely, but because. they 
are from God and are true, and reach down to 
the roots of our lives). God’s Book and God’s Day 
and God’s House and God’s service. 


Is there anything more needed than a great 
turning to God—as in the days of Moody and Wes- 
ley and Knox and Luther and the New Testament 
Church? In the words of Paul, “We preach unto 
you that ye should turn .. . unto the living God, 
which made heaven and earth and the sea, and 
all things that are therein: Who in times past 
suffered all nations to walk in their own way. 
Nevertheless, he left not himself without witness, 
in that he did good, and gave us rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladness.” (Acts 14:15-17). 


Yes, God has been very good to us in America. 
One has only to live outside this country a short 
time to realize it. How much better that “the 
goodness of God should lead us to repentence.” 
Rom. 2:4. But if it should be otherwise; if God 
should have to lay a heavy hand upon our nation 
and land and people before the war is over, then 
may his discipline have its cleansing effect upon 
our hearts, renewing within us a right spirit. 


God forbid that America should ever hear the 
words: “The Kingdom of God shall be taken away 
from you.” But God grant that when these days 
of trial are past, we may hear the words: “Open ye 
the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth 
faith may -enter in.” , 


__ 
——rr 


North Carolina: “I have read the first issue of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal with deep in- 
terest and highest approval. I think it meets a 


real need and will be a great blessing in our 
Church.” 
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Mississippi: “I have received the May issue of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal, and am much 
pleased with it. I think you have made an excel- 
lent beginning, and I trust that you and your asso- 
ciates will be Divinely guided in making this pub- 
lication of great value to the cause of Christ as 
represented by our Church.” 
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‘Why Seek Jesus’ Help For America 
In This Crisis? 


(Psalm 50:14-15) 
By S. B. M. Ghiselin* 


- Our text gives three things each one can do. 
“Offer unto God thanksgiving”, calls upon us to 
thank Him for His loving kindness and tender 
mercy. ‘‘Pay thy vows unto the Most High’, means 
to be true to our covenant of loyalty to the 
church with our prayers, gifts and attendance, to 
build a home that will reunite in heaven, to be 
faithful to Christ in our daily walk. “Call upon 
Me”, is a trumpet call to prayer. 


Why obey God’s clear directions in seeking 
Christ’s help for America in this crisis? 


1. Because our Father’s unfathomable love has 
allowed trouble to come to lead us in penitence to 
Christ for help. When cruel and bitter persecution 
broke out against the church, James the brother 
of John being slain with the sword and Peter 
being jailed with the expectation of death, that 
little group of Christians driven in desperation to 
their knees appealed to the One “very present help 
in trouble”. “Prayer was made without ceasing 
of the church unto God for him.” When Jonah 
was at the end of his tether, when all human 
resources were inadequate, in hopeless helplessness 
he cried in penitence to One Who is Mighty; 
“When my soul fainted within me then I remem- 
bered God”. A beloved physician in the mountains 
of Virginia was a nominal Christian but too busy 
to attend church until the Father in infinite love 
took away the idol of his heart, little Sam, his 
seven-year-old son. In penitence for his wasted 
influence he vowed never to treat another patient 
without speaking to him of Christ. Ever after, 
loyal, he died a beloved and honored elder. To a 
youth climbing a high peak in the Alps the guide 
shouted, “On your knees Sir: you are not safe in 
these fierce gales except on your knees”. The 
Eternal Guardian of our liberties calls to Ame- 
rica, to every heart and heart: “On your knees, 
America. On your knees. You are not safe in this 
tornado except on your knees in penitence crying 
to Christ for forgiveness and help.” Will you, be- 
loved, at this very moment, “offer unto God 
thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the Most 
High. Call upon Me in the day of trouble, I will 
deliver thee?” In this day of crises isn’t one a 
traitor not only to himself but to our land to re- 
fuse to obey God’s directions for safety? 


II. Because Jesus answers prayer. 


1. By giving peace in trouble. As Peter faced 
death sleeping between two soldiers he was at 
peace. Two mothers whom I know had sons at 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7 unaccounted for. One 
mother who had forsaken the church and the 
Christ she once loved was in desperation and wild 
with grief. The other, a most loyal Christian, 
said, “I daily commit my boy to the One Who 
loves him best. He is able to care for him. Why 
should I worry?” On your knees you too will hear 
His voice, ‘“‘Peace I leave with you, My Peace I 
give unto you”’. 


2. By giving help and deliverance. When the 





Jerusalem Christians had prayed, “Behold an angel 
of the Lord came upon him”, “a light shone in 
the prison”, “the chains fell from off his hands”, 
“the iron gate opened of its own accord’’, Peter 
cried, “Now I know of a surety that God has sent 
His angel and delivered me out of the hand of 
Herod.” True prayer is America’s first line of 


defense and offense. Let us repent and pray. 
Jehovah has infinite resources. One hundred and 
sixteen times the Bible speaks of God using the 
wind to fulfill His purpose. In one hour He can 
sweep cities off the map or cause the sea to 
swallow fleets. The Spanish Armada was crashed 
to bits by a furious hurricane. One hundred and two 
times the Bible tells of God sending rain to do 
His bidding. It was rain at Waterloo that pre- 
vented Napoleon from using his artillery till help 
came to Wellington. Our very eyes this winter 
have witnessed the bitter cold and snows helping 
those who, helpless and at their wits’ end, have 
called upon God in their trouble. 


Chang Kai Check’s wife and mother-in-law— 
persuaded him to form the habit of reading his 
Bible daily. Daily they prayed for his conversion. 
Urged to accept Christ and confess Him thru 
baptism, Mr. Chang replied, “I wish to learn more 
before I publicly acknowledge Christ.” Shortly 
after he and his armies, trapt by his enmies, 
faced annihilation. Remembering Christ’s promises 
and the help that came to David and Hezekiah, 
Mr. Chang prayed to Christ promising if He would 
send deliverance he would publicly confess his 
faith. A heavy snow blocked the enemy. Reinforce- 
ments brought Chang a great victory. Immedi- 
ately entering a Methodist Chapel, Mr. Chang said 
to the Minister, “I wish to be baptized, I feel the 
need of such a God as Jesus Christ.” 


The greatest peril of America is within. Will our 
land, like France, fall thru Fifth Columnists? 
Who are those who would betray us to our enemies? 
(1) Those inside who profane God’s Holy Day 
with movies or business or pleasure, trampling 
under foot God’s Holy Law, “Ye shall reverence 
My Sabbaths.” (2) Those of us who are. disloyal 
to God’s House. Shall we not like those ransomed 
from Babylonian bondage enter a Covenant with 
all our hearts to live separate from the world, not 
to buy or sell on the Sabbath, to pay our dues 
to the House of God, and not to forsake the House 
of our God? (Neh. 10). (3) Those who defile 
themselves with that which “at last biteth like a 
serpent and stingeth like an adder’. (4) Our own 
citizens and church members who do not read 
the Bible and pray in their homes. Read Deut. 
6:1-8 the great charter for the Christian Home. 
One of the greatest tributes paid to Lord Roberts 
that Great Christian Field Marshal of the British 
Army was a letter read in the House of Lords 
written by his own hand: “We have had Family 
Prayers for fifty-five years in our home. As a 
rule all the servants and guests come regularly 
on hearing the bell’. 
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Let us humbly repent of these sins which like 
cancers will eat out our vitals. Let us come to 
ourselves, “and arise and go to our Father and 
say ‘Father we have sinned’”’. Let us build our 
lives and homes like the Pilgrims on the one safe 
foundation for America, God’s Word. 

John Newton was raised by a sweet Christian 
mother, one of God’s most precious gifts. Turning 
his back on that Mother’s Savior he became im- 
pure blaspheming the God he had been taught 
to love. Sin sick, in despair, breaking his engage- 
ment to a fine Christian sweetheart, John ran 
away to find work on a slave trader. Enslaved by 
the crew, he ate the bones and scraps kept for 
the dog. Mother and Sweetheart faithfully kept on 
praying for the boy they loved. A storm arose in 








SS 


its fury. All hope gone, despair filled every heart, 
At his wits’ end John remembered those who loved 
him, and their tender prayers for his wicked lost 
soul. Kneeling in midnight darkness as he humbly 
cried, “God be merciful to me a sinner”, Light 
shone in his soul. Peace came. Transformed, John 
Newton became a noble Christian Minister, the 
inspiration of many thousands. May you and | 
and America repent like John Newton! The same 
mighty Christ will give peace and victory to us, 
Shall anyone dare, by refusing, to betray America? 
Unreservedly and whole-heartedly shall we not 
this very moment and for aye “offer unto God 
thanksgiving: pay thy vows unto the Most High; 
Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver 
thee’? 





Our Men 


In Service 


By Rev. Walter G. Somerville — McConnellsville, S. C. 


Many appeals are being made these days for 
the men who are giving themselves for the defense 
of life and liberty. As a veteran of World War 
One, pastor of a number of men now in service, 
and father of a son just entering military service, 
I wish to appeal for more earnest and prayerful 
care for the spiritual welfare of our men. 


One of the most pathetic statements of the 
Bible is found in Psalm 142:4, “No man careth 
for my soul’. It is true that much is being done 
for the spiritual welfare of service men by. the 
Chaplains, American Bible Society, the Defense 
Service Council of our own Church, and similar 
agencies of other branches of the Christian Church; 


and by pastor and people of individual congre- 
gations. 


It is of the service which may be rendered by 
the pastor and his people that I wish to speak. 
Having trained thousands of men during 1917-18, 
the greater.part of the time as a company com- 
-mander, I know what it means to the men in camp 
to have news from home. Even men, who when at 
home seemed unresponsive to efforts of the pastor 
and church members to interest them in Christian 


activities, welcome personal messages from the 
home church. 


What should we write our men in service? Each 
letter from the home church should carry a 
definite message from God’s Word. Men who wear 
the uniform, by the very circumstances of life, 
are stirred to think of God, sin and salvation. It 
was the writer’s privilege to take part in a 
Y.M.C.A. service at. Camp Lee, Virginia in 1918 
when an invitation was given at the close of the 
service to accept Christ. More than two score men 


signified their acceptance of Christ by coming 
forward. 


There are many splendid leaflets and tracts, 
published by the American Scripture Gift Mission, 
325 North 13th St. Phila. Penna; the Bible Insti- 
tute Colportage Association 843-45 North Wells 
St., Chicago, Ill., and similar agencies. One of 
these, “For Distinguished Service” published by 
the Bible Institute Colportage Association (price 
20c per dozen) has proved a blessing in my own 
pastoral work. It tells the story of Lieut. Marshall 


J. Anderson of Oklahoma City, who, on January 
17, 1942, was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross by General Douglas MacArthur and two 
days later was killed in action. His father’s words 
when notified of his son’s death were: “The boy 
gave his life for this home as well as for all the 
others in the nation”. At the age of nine Lieut. 
Anderson had given his life to the Lord, and at 
that time memorized a verse which had proved a 
comfort many times, ‘‘What time I am afraid, I 
will trust in Thee.” (Psalm 56:3). Recently, 
when presenting his fiancee with a New Testament, 
he wrote on the fly leaf, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philip- 
pians 4:13), adding, “If anything should happen 
this will carry us through.” He proved his faith in 
the Word of God to the last, for the final entry in 
his diary on Jan. 17th mentioned the Bible. 


This account of Lieut. Anderson’s life of faith 
and victory over sin and death ends with an 
appeal to believe and be saved, “For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Romans 10:13). “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life; and he that believeth on the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him” (John 3:36). 


In Isaiah 26:3 we read “Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee; 
because he trusteth in Thee.” This was the peace 
which was Lieut. Anderson’s in life and in death. 
This peace sustained him while his body was being 
riddled with machine gun bullets; and he was pro- 
moted to the service of the King in the “land 
that is fairer than day”’. 


May God help us pastors, parents and other 
friends of the service men to take advantage of 
every opportunity to lead to Christ those who are 
unsaved; and to comfort and strengthen the Chris- 
tian men. In doing this let us make use of the 
Word of God which is living and powerful; and 
which God has promised to bless. Let us make 
use of the written messages such as the story of 
the life and death of Lieut. Anderson. I believe 
with all my heart that God will use us to save 
and bless many of our men in service if we are 
willing to pray and work to that end. May He 
make us faithful in this service. 
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The Covenant Of Grace 


By George H. Gilmer — Draper, Va. 


A covenant is “an agreement between two or 
more persons.” It is a bargain or compact, by 
which one party to the covenant agrees to do cer- 
tain things on condition that the other party to 
the covenant do certain other things. Let me re- 
duce it to its simplest terms. A farmer makes a 
covenant with a carpenter. The carpenter agrees 
to build the farmer a certain kind of house; the 
farmer agrees to deliver the carpenter so much 
corn and wheat. That is a covenant reduced to its 
simplest terms. The covenant of grace is just as 
simple if you divest it of its theological terms. It 
is an agreement made between God the Father and 
God the Son for the redemption of sinful man. 
The Holy Spirit also enters into the covenant, but 
in this article we deal chiefly with the Father and 
the Son. Note carefully these facts about the 
covenant: 

It was made before the creation of man. “Ac- 
cording as he hath chosen us in him (that is in 
Christ) before the foundation of the world.” 
Eph. 1:4. And “in hope of eternal life, which 
God, that can not lie, promised before the world 
began.” Titus 1:2. God promised eternal life to 
Christ on behalf of man “before the world began.” 
It was in the mind of God to create man in His 
own image, and to create him free, to sin or not 
to sin. But it was never God’s purpose to leave 
man in an estate of sin and misery, but always 
His purpose to bring him into an estate of salva- 
tion by a Redeemer. Here is where the covenant 
of grace comes in. God agreed to save man if 
Christ would suffer in his place. Christ agreed to 
suffer in man’s place. God agreed to bring about 
Christ’s birth from a chosen virgin, to protect Him 
in His infancy, youth, manhood; and at last to 
forsake Him in the hour of His death, that He 
might feel the full penalty of sin. 

Christ agreed to endure all this, and He did 
endure it. When “his hour was come,” He dis- 
missed His spirit. (“He gave up the ghost,” it is 
translated). No man actually took the life of 
Christ. God took it as an offering for sin. Christ 
said of His life: ““No man taketh it from me, but 
I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it 
down and I have power to take it again.” John 
10:18. Thus the covenant of grace was carried 
out in time, although it was planned in eternity. 


To become a party to this covenant, or rather 
a beneficiary of it, we have only to repent and 
believe. These two graces always go together. We 
have only to turn from sin (repentance) and to 
rest in the promises of the covenant (faith). Thus 
the scripture saith: “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: not of works lest any man should 
boast.” Eph. 2:8-9. “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved.” Acts 16:31. 

In Hebrews 13:20 we read of “the blood of the 
everlasting covenant.” Now I want to tell vou in 
the simplest terms, and in their logical connection, 
of the four great things the blood will do for you 
if you accept Christ as your Saviour. 

_ It will wash away your sins, to use the figura- 
tive language of scripture. When John was given 
a vision of a great multitude in heaven of all na- 
tions, and it was asked how they got there, the 
answer was: “These are they that come out of the 


great tribulation, and they washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
Rev. 7:14. A.R.V. 

John Wesley was once accosted by a highway- 
man who demanded his money. He gave it to him 
and said: “The time may come when you will re- 
gret the life you are living. Remember this text, 
‘The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us 
from all sin.’” Years later Wesley was addressed 
by a man who reminded him of this incident and 
said: “I am that man, and the text you gave me 
resulted in a complete change in my life.” A so- 
called “social gospel’ could not work such a 
change, but the blood covenant could and did. 
Christ told the religious formalist and moralist, 
Nicodemus, that “except a man be born again, he 
can not see the kingdom of God.” Christ taught 
that a man is not saved by a self-imposed moral 
reformation, which is impossible, but by the 
power of God in a new birth, and that then re- 
pentance, faith and good works, social and other- 
wise, would follow as naturally as a good tree 
brings forth good fruit. This is God’s clearly re- 
vealed method of reforming society, by regener- 
ating the individual, and by the preaching of the 
gospel of the grace of God. Forgiveness comes 
through the covenant of grace because God agreed 
in that covenant to forgive the repentant sinner. 
He will keep His word. God’s word cannot be 
broken. 

Then reconciliation logically follows. Many 
years ago England and France were at war. A 
French whaling vessel was returning from a long 
voyage and was out of drinking water. Their sig- 
nal of distress was seen from an English harbor, 
and the answer went back: “The war is over, sail 
in and get water.” They refused to believe it, but 
later did and were saved. Let me say to the sin- 
ner, the war is over between you and God through 
“the blood of the everlasting covenant.” 

“O Be Ye Reconciled” 

Then adoption follows at once. Do not be de- 
ceived by that false siren of hope, “the universal 
Fatherhood of God.” Christ said to the un- 
believing Jews: “Ye are of your father the devil 
and the lusts of your father ye will do.”’ Sonship 
comes after forgiveness and reconciliation, and all 
come through the blood covenant. “As many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name.” John 1:12. Forgiveness, reconciliation, son- 
ship, is the logical order; and all come through the 
covenant of grace, sealed by the blood of the Son 
of God. Finally heirship comes. The son is a nat- 
ural heir. “And if children then heirs: heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ.’”’ Rom. 8:17. 

A Christian judge was on his death-bed and his 
pastor sat by him. The judge said to the preacher: 
“Do you know what joint-tenancy is?” The 
preacher replied that he was not sure. The judge 
explained: “If you and I were joint-tenants on a 
farm, you could not say, ‘This is my blade of 
grass, or my stalk of wheat, and that yours.’ We 
would share and share alike in all things. I have 
just been lying here thinking that I am an heir of 
God with Christ. We share and share alike now 
and forever. I have shared His suffering here and 
I shall share His glory hereafter.” Read I. Peter 
1:3-5 and note what kind of inheritance we have 
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because we are joint-heirs with Christ. I said the 
Holy Spirit is a party to the covenant of grace. 
We have not space to develop this thought. He 
, comes to the sinner and “persuades and enables” 

him to believe. Do not resist the Spirit. Yield now. 
I have preached this gospel of grace to more 
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than fifty thousand people and I know what it 
will do for those who believe. I have seen jt 
tested. It never fails. Redeem the individual anq 
society is redeemed. The gospel of grace yijj 
merge into the “social gospel” when all believe, 


Rom. | 















The Apostle emphasizes the importance of this 
subject by its treatment under a three-fold di- 
vision: “The full assurance of understanding,” 
Col. 2:2; “The full assurance of faith,’’ Heb. 10: 
22; and “The full assurance of hope to the end,” 
Heb. 6:11. These three form a dependable chain 
of salvation. The first link is anchored in God and 
His infallible word. The second link is anchored 
in “a true heart in full assurance of faith.” And 
the third link is anchored in “a full assurance of 


hope in heaven, awaiting the consummation in 
glory.” 














First: “The Full Assurance Of 
Understanding.”’ 


The Apostle says: “By one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men.” Rom. 5:12. The only way to escape 
death, the penalty of sin, is by a _ substitute. 
“Christ died for our sins, according to the Scrip- 
tures.” I. Cor. 15:3. The sinner is saved, by ac- 
cepting Christ by faith, as his substitute. Paul 
said to the Ephesians, “In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of our salvation.” Eph. 1:13. They could not trust 
Christ until they were instructed that “He was de- 
livered for our offences, and raised again for our 
justification.” Rom. 4:25. Paul says, “I am cruci- 
fied with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live 
in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” Gal. 2:20. 
Paul here represents himself as identified with 
Christ in His crucifixion. So are all believers in 
Christ. Peter, writing to believers, admonishes 
them: “Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts and 
be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you, with meekness and fear.’’ I. Peter 3:15. To 
be able to give a clear Scriptural reason for your 
hope of salvation, is absolutely necessary for a 
well-grounded, full assurance of saving faith. And 
yet how few believers can do this. They are with- 
out excuse, with the open Bible before them. “Sin 
is the transgression of the law.” I. John 3:4. But 
“Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth” in Christ. Rom. 10:4. 
The law of God, in the death of Christ, reached 
the limit of its death claim on the believer. Baldy 
Morgan was drafted in the Confederate Army. 
Wiley, his son, a boyhood chum of mine, took his 
father’s place, and was killed in his first engage- 
ment. Wiley died in his father’s place. The father 

; was dead to the Confederacy in his son, hence the 
Confederacy had no further claim on him. What 
Wiley did for his father, Christ did for the sinner. 
“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree.” I. Peter 2:24. Christ, at his coming, 









































The Full Assurance-Certainty Of i 
Salvation 


By Rev. E. E. Bigger 
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“broke down the middle wall of partition” between 
the Jew and Gentile. “For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek, for the same Lord 
over all is rich unto al] that call upon him. For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on hin, 


in whom they have not believed? and how shall = 
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? use 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? and resp 
how shall they preach, except they be sent?” Rom. B }, 
10:12-15. Hence the great commission: “Go ye B vou 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in af | 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of a 
the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all es 
things whatsoever I have commanded you”. Matt. of | 
28:19-20. This is what Paul did for the Ephesians: vee 
“I have not shunned to declare unto you all the the 
counsel of God”. Acts 20:27. Paul expresses his the 
desire that the Colossians may have not only an ws 
understanding of the truths of the gospel, but the of 
assurance of that understanding; and beyond this, the 
the fullness of that understanding; and further ind 
still, the riches of the full assurance of salvation. ber 
Second: “The Full Assurance lif 

Of Faith.” wh 

Now that the full assurance of understand- Hi 
ing of the plan of salvation is made clear, let us ae 
consider “the full assurance of faith”. The Apostle § jis 
says, “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the § 4, 
Lord Jesus, and shall believe in thine heart that hi 
God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. to 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteous. § ,, 
ness, and with the mouth confession is made unto ne 
salvation”. Rom. 10:9-10. This passage furnishes a § ,, 
clear connection between these two conditions— ck 
“The full assurance of understanding”’, and “the th 
full assurance of faith’. Christ’s personality 1s w 
confessed in the “Lord Jesus”, the God man, and C 
His vicarious death, in that “God raised him from » 
the dead, and saving faith in His imputed righteous- h 
ness”. Here all the conditions of salvation are met, r 


in an outspoken confession of faith from_ the 
heart. Further he says, “Let us draw near with a 
true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water”. Heb. 10:22. 
Here we have the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
followed by the symbol, water baptism by sprink- 
ling. The sinner having complied with the above 
conditions, it is up to him to show unquestionable 
proof, in his experience, the genuineness of his 
confession. The Apostle charges the Corinthians: 
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith, 
prove your own selves.” 2 Cor. 13:5. This is ac- 
complished in many elements of character, in a 
renewed heart. After the Holy. Spirit renews the 
sinful heart, He takes up His abode there, and 
begins His work of producing fruits. ‘meet. for 
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wpentance”. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
neekness, temperance: against such there is no 
iw”. Gal. 5:22-23. The first and necessary fruit 
of the Sprit, in a renewed heart, is love, love to 
God. “The carnal mind is enmity against God”. 
Rom. 8:7. This enmity against God is supplanted 
by love in the new heart. Test your attitude and 
feelings toward God, His commandments. “‘He that 
hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me”. John 14:21; toward your 
brethren—“We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren. He 
that loveth not his brother, abideth in death’. 
| John 3:14. “By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another”. 
John 13:35. With whom do you find the most 
congenial fellowship, the lighthearted and wordly 
minded, or the serious and spiritually minded, yet 
cheerful and buoyant? “They that feared the 
Lord, spoke often one to another’. Mal. 3:16. 
What are your feelings toward those that oppose 
and ill-treat you? Christ says, “Love your enemies; 
bless them that curse you; do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you and persecute you’’. Matt. 5:44. If you 
respond favorably to the above tests, even though 
it be in quite an imperfect degree, it is proof that 
you have been born of the Spirit, and are a child 
of God. Love is the acid test of a new heart. If 
you are really concerned to know whether or not 
you have been born again, give yourself the test 
of the 12th Chapter of Romans. If you feel that 
you measure up in any degree to the conduct of 
the believer there shown, then you may rest in 
the certainty of your salvation. One may be a 
true Christian without having any real assurance 
of it. To be content with confession and joining 
the church, will not bring assurance. Indolence, 
indifference and worldliness leave you, if you are 
born again, a babe, stagnant in the beginning of 
life. The new birth is the work of the Holy Spirit, 
wholly independent of the subject, and takes up 
His abode in the new heart, to cooperate with the 
new born soul in the development of the spiritual 
life. Peter, in his second epistle, is addressing 
those who have “obtained like precious faith’ with 
himself. He urges them: “Giving all diligence, add 
to your faith, virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and 
to knowledge, temperance, and to temperance, 
patience, and to patience godliness, and to godli- 
ness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness 
charity. For if these things be in you and abound, 
they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind 
and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that 
he was purged from his old sins. Therefore the 
rather, brethren, give diligence to make your call- 
ing and election sure; for if ye do these things, ye 
shall never fall’. II. Pet. 1:5-10. This passage 
shows that a sinner may be an elect and even 
born of the Sprit, without any assurance of it. 
To make your “calling and election sure”, is the 
Price of diligence, “all diligence”, to get away 
from your babyhood into manhood in Christ. “As 
new born babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby”. I. Peter 2:2. 
Use the “milk of the word” freely and constant, 
and you will soon need the “meat” of the word. 
“Strong meat belongeth to them that are of full 
age”. Heb. 5:14. And Paul won his assurance by 
the same “all diligence”. “Not as though I had 
already attained, either were already perfect— 
But this one thing I do, forgetting those things 


which are behind, and reaching forth unto’ those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” Phil. 3:12-14. The true believer cannot 
rest content with any present attainment in the 
Christian life, and be assured of his salvation. Let 
the professor be aware, that in the event of his 
being called in death, in his estate of uncertainty 
of his destiny, his faith may prove to be false, 
which would land him in the unbeliever’s hell!! 
This is the possible fate of every one living in an 
estate of uncertainty!! O thou quiescent immortal 
soul. Will not this intolerable, dire situation, 
startle you to put forth all the powers of your 
being to attain unquestioned full assurance of 
salvation from such an impending fate? I. Peter 
4:17-18. 

The believer’s life is one of warfare, the oppos- 
ing forces are “not flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of the world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto 
you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand”. Eph. 6:12-18. “There is no discharge in 
this war’. Ece. 8:8. Paul, a prisoner awaiting his 
martyrdom, says, “I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness.” II. Tim. 4:8. If a crown of 
righteousness awaits you, it is after you have 
followed in Paul’s footsteps, after you have fought 
a good fight, and “kept the faith”, thus finishing 
your course. I assume that no saved, yes, nor un- 
saved sinner can seriously follow this subject, as 
herein developed, to its tragic conclusion, without 
being driven, by the innate sense of selfpreser- 
vation, to press to the coveted full assurance of 
salvation. Having obtained with “a true heart the 
full assurance of faith’’, the certainty of salvation, 
the believer may reverently and gratefully rejoice 
in 

Ill. “The Full Assurance Of 
Hope To The End.” 

The believer now having responded favorably 
and decisively to the tests of “the riches of the 
full assurance of understanding”, and “with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, in the certainty 
of salvation, the door now swings wide open to 
“the full assurance of hove to the end”, to a glori- 
ous immortality. The fall of the race “brought all 
mankind into an estate of sin and misery”. But 
God gave promise of redemption from this estate 
by a Redeemer. Even in ignorance of this promise, 
hope has been the intuition of the suffering race, 
that relief would come from somewhere, from 
some source. Hence no people of the race is with- 
out their religion. 


“Hope springs eternal in the human breast! 
Man never is,—but always to be blessed; 
The soul uneasy, and confined from home, 
Rests and expatiates in a life to come”. 


Hope is the spur to tired energies, to press on 
to the assured attainment of the shining goal. The 
believer’s assurance of hope is made fast and 
secure, by keeping in view the inheritance to 
which he is heir. Peter, the apostle of hope, brings 
the cheering and sustaining word: “Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance, 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
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away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto salvation, 
ready to be revealed in the last time”. I. Peter 
1:3-5. Paul also stresses the believer’s inheritance, 
as the impelling incentive to “press toward the 
mark of the high calling’. He says, “In whom 
(Christ) also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of 
him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will: That we should be to the praise of his 
glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye 
also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation’. Eph. 1:11-13. One 
of the chief ambitions of the race, is to win honor 
and distinction above their fellows. But here is 
honor so transcendent that it is the wonder of 
wonders, that God should choose, elect, poor, sin- 
ful, corrupt, degraded and cast-out man through 
whom His highest praises and glory are to be won 
in His Kingdom!!! “Glory to God in the highest’. 
Surely, here is the highest, the superlative in- 
centive to engage to the limit, all human powers 


—— 


in “all diligence to reach the full assurance of 
hope to the end”. The believer, like Parson Spence 
should live so close to heaven, that he would have 
“one foot in heaven”, with the “full assurance” 
that the other foot would, in the end, land by jt; 
mate in heaven! I repeat my prophecy, that neither 
the saved nor the unsaved sinner can entertain 
this subject with the seriousness his well being de. 
mands, and fail to attain the coveted prize, “The 
full assurance of hope to the end”’. 


“Eternal hope! when yonder spheres sublime 
Pealed their first notes to sound the march of 
time, 
Thy joyous youth began, but not to fade 
When all thy sister planets had decayed; 
When wrapt in flames the clouds of ether glow, 
And heaven’s last thunder shakes the world below, 
Thou undismayed shall o’er the ruins smile, 
And light thy torch at nature’s funeral pile”, 
Campbell: Pleasures of Hope. 





A Steward’s Accounting 


By Cecil H. Lang 


Having recently made an official report of my 
year’s activities to the Defense Service Council, I 
am happy to use the columns of the Presbyterian 
Journal to make known to the entire church some- 
thing as to my activities as Chaplain. On April 
22, 1941, after a very happy ten years, I left the 
pastorate of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Kilgore, Texas and entered military service as a 
chaplain. Having served for two years during World 
War I, I had retained my commission in the Re- 
serve Corps and had advanced during that time to 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 


When I asked Paris Presbytery for permission 
to labor outside its bounds, one of my dear friends 
arose and expressed his sympathy that I was 
having to go. i told the brethren that I felt like 
I merited their congratulations rather than their 
sympathy. Every day of this year of service has 
strengthened my conviction that we who are chap- 
lains are to be congratulated and that we are 


the most privileged of any group in the Christian 
ministry today. 


During the year in my own personal ministry I 
have spoken to or directly contacted some 51,349 
men. In addition to this I have had the privilege 
of directing the entire Corps of Chaplains here. 
Ours is a Replacement Training Center. We re- 
ceive men fresh from civil life and have them for 
the first thirteen weeks of military service. From 
the very first day they arrive in camp we are 
challenged with the privilege and opportunity of 
helping to set in their hearts the spirit which 
shall be theirs for the duration. In our personal 
conferences as well as in preaching services we 
are helping the young men to have the proper 
attitude toward things both spiritual and military. 


The government is doing its full part in fur- 
nishing beautiful well-equipped chapels and a 
splendid corps of chaplains. If the chaplains in 
other places are comparable to the nineteen we 
have thus far had on duty here, the men in service 
are being well ministered to. 


The church is doing its part first in giving up 
from regular pastorates some of its best. ministers, 


then in keeping in touch with men, in service, 
and then supporting the work of the church in 
local communities. Through such church supported 
agencies as The American Bible Society, The 
Gideons, The Moody Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, and others, the chaplains receive 
literature for distribution to the men. 


The men are showing a splendid response to the 
efforts of the chaplain and the church. Church 
attendance figures in this camp are most en- 
couraging, averaging from twenty-five to thirty- 
three and one-third percent of the entire personnel. 
This figure percentage may not seem large, yet 
remembering that it is taken from the entire 
personnel of the camp we feel that it compares 
most favorably with the church attendance in any 
civilian community. In addition to that many men 
visit the churches in nearby cities and towns. Fre- 
quently open invitations for acceptance of Christ 
are extended in the service and encouraging re- 
sponses are had. In special Pre-Easter services | 
had some eighteen men make definite professions 
of faith. In a recent regular Sunday morning 
Chapel Service twenty-seven made definite ex- 
pressions of that purpose. During the year I have 
spoken fifty-five times to various churuch and 
civic groups in adjacent towns and communities. 


I am ever reminded of the fact that we have 
been church approved before being government 
commissioned. I am conscious of the fact that if 
we wear the cross we represent the entire Christian 
church as well as our own denomination. I am al- 
ways happy to “render an account of my steward- 
ship.” And while we are privileged in the matter 
of personal ministry to the men in service, I am 
always reminded of David’s law of reward when 
he said, “As his part is that goeth down to the 
battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the 
stuff. They shall part alike.” 


We feel that you who are carrying on in the 
home, the home church, and the home pulpit really 
have the more definite task. And as we covet your 
prayers for us we assure you of our continued 
remembrances of you. 
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Why I Believe In Sunday 


School Extension 
By Rev. E. Bert. Wilkinson* 

I believe in Sunday School Extension be- 

ause: 
’ 1. It is the Bible way of spreading the gospel. 
Jesus sent his disciples out to preach wherever 
they could find an audience. He preached not only 
in synagogues, but also in the open spaces, under 
trees, On mountainsides, by the seashore. The 
apostles and the converts preached wherever they 
went after the persecutions broke out. They took 
the gospel to the people. It is the business of the 
church to cure souls of sin sickness. There is only 
one way to do this, and that is to get people to 
study God’s Word. Many people will not come to 
the regular organized Sunday Schools and 
Churches. We must take the Word to them. This 
is often best done by the use of outpost Sunday 
Schools and Vacation Bible Schools, and some- 
times with weekday Bible Schools. 

2, Because people are not truly converted until 
they understand the saving grace of Jesus Christ, 
and this depends on a knowledge of God’s Word. 
As Dr. B. R. Lacy, in the Smythe Lectures at Co- 
lumbia Seminary, has just told us, the great re- 
vivals of the past followed the study of the Bible. 
When people know the Bible, they will as a general 
rule accept Christ as Savior. But when the Bible 
is a hidden book, they cannot accept Christ, for 
they do not know about Him. The Holy Spirit 
uses the Word of God to convert sinners. Make 
the truth known in the hearts and minds of people, 
and the Holy Spirit will make them to become 
followers of Christ. 

3. Because of spiritual destitution. The people 
do not have a spiritual mind, because in many 
cases they do not know about God. In the bonds 
of our Assembly there is much spiritual neglect. 
There are more people who are not attending 
Sunday school, than those attending. If we had 
more Sunday schools teaching more people about 
God, we would have more people in our churches. 
There is need for spiritual food. We who have that 
food in abundance should be busy in providing 
it for a starving world. Sunday School Extension 
is one of the best ways of making Christ known. 

4. Because Sunday School Extension will help 
us to rebuild the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. Our opportunity lies with those 
who are unreached by any church. It seems to me 
that if we can reach these people who are not now 
interested in any church that we can recapture 
some of the ground that our Church lost during 
the past one hundred and fifty years. The church 
that ministers to the poor and underprivileged will 
be the church that survives and grows in its influ- 
ence on the life of the community. 

5. Because it helps to prevent crime. Eminent 
juvenile jurists testify that at least 95% of our 
juvenile delinquency comes from the groups that 
are unchurched and without Sunday schools. Of 
course there are many children who live within 
the shadow of the church, but who never come to 
Sunday school. Nevertheless, it is our duty and 
privilege to take the Sunday school to all those 
who will come. Practical results will be a lowering 
a crime costs, and an increase in church member- 
ship. 





*Pastor of Presbyterian Church, Ensley, Ala- 
bama. 
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Paul And Total War 


The Axis powers have demonstrated to the 
world the horrors and the efficacy of total war. 
We have been forced to realize that to combat 
this form of warfare nothing less than a total 
effort is necessary. 


But, only too often we Christians have been 
blind to the fact that Satan is also waging a total 
war against those who are the Lord’s. 


In Ephesians 6:10-18 Paul makes it clear that 
we are in a war to the death and that to obtain 
victory we must put on the whole armor of God. 


Our warfare is primarily not against “flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places.” This 
being true, the Christian should avail himself of 
the armour which God provides. 


Why is the Church not more influential today? 
Certainly one of the reasons is that the world has 
gotten into the Church through worldly Chris- 
tians. Paul told the believers at Colosse, “Set your 
affection on the things above, not on things on the 
earth.” To the Romans he wrote, “Be not con- 
formed to this world.” John tells us, “Love not 
the — neither the things that are in the 
world.’ 


Are we, as Christians, heeding these clear ad- 
monitions today? The writer once heard a sermon 
on “Being Too Religious,” and the plea was not 
to take one’s religion too seriously. What a tra- 
vesty on the Gospel Paul preached. 


If we are to win the total war, being waged 
against us by Satan, we must accept and use 
God’s provision. It is interesting to note that in 
this passage in Ephesians there is only one 
offensive weapon, the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God. Defense alone is not sufficient 
to win a war, we must accept the Bible as the 


‘sword of the Spirit, live by it and fight evil with 


it. If we believe this in our hearts let us make a 
practical application of this faith in our daily 
lives. 


“And the world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever.” —L.N.B. 


<i 
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Georgia: “I have just finished a careful exami- 
nation of the first issue of The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal. I agree with you when you say 
that for years the Southern Church has needed a 
rallying point for those who believe the old Gos- 
pel of historic Christianity and the doctrines of 
Calvanism which have made the Presbyterian her- 
itage what it is. You have my heartiest congratu- 
lations, and I want to assure you that you can 
count on my co-operation to the limit of my 
ability in your splendid purpose, as stated on the 
front cover of The Journal.” 


-_ = 


Georgia: “I have just finished reading the first 
copy of The Southern Presbyterian Journal. It 
certainly is time an organ of that sort began cir- 
culation. There is so much laxity in thinking and 
so much scoffing at the things which have been 
most certainly believed among us that it is re- 
freshing to turn to something which is positive 
than negative in tone.” 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Christian Doctrine 
By J. S. Whale 


New York: The Macmillan Co. 1941. 
197 pages. $2.00. 


We are frequently reminded that the Church’s 
interest in doctrine is on the increase. And it is 
true that it is less popular now than a decade or 
two ago to say that Christianity is simply a way 
of life. Earnest Christians will rejoice at the 
thought of a return to doctrine. Until that revival 
of interest strikes the pulpit, however, it will mean 
little. And only when that doctrine is distinctly 
and historically Christian, will the Church have 
any reason to rejoice. 

In view of this, it is interesting to examine a 
recent book, Christian Doctrine, by the English 
theologican, J. S. Whale. 


The book reproduces and expands eight lectures 
delivered recently in the University of Cambridge. 
The author does not pretend to give a systematic 
or comprehensive survey of Christian doctrine. The 
lectures concern such basic matters as Creation, 
the Fall, the Atonement, the Trinity and the In- 
carnation, and Last Things. They have a marked 
clarity and vigor. That the lectures were intensely 
interesting is evident from the fact that six hun- 
dred men and women of all faculties attended them 
regularly. The lecturer put theology within the 
layman’s grasp. 

The book sounds many an encouraging note. 
“Moral evil,” we read, “is sin; more than a private 
thing like vice, and more than a social or public 
think like crime, sin is moral evil seen in relation 
to God.” Again, “To say that God revealed him- 
self in Jesus, or that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, is to say nothing of real 
meaning unless we take our stand with the New 
Testament at one decisive point. That point is 
where God manifests Jesus as the Son of God with 
power, by the Resurrection from the dead... . 
The burden of the good news or gospel was not 
‘Follow this Teacher and do your best’, but ‘Jesus 
and the Resururection.’” And the following is 
worth noting: “The stupendous claim that the Son 
of Man is the Son of God goes back indubitably 
to Christ himself.” The book abounds in such 
statements. 

The reader will note, however, many a serious 
departure from Christian doctrine. Historic Christi- 
anity proclaims the sole authority of the Scrip- 
tures. The doctrine of an inerrant Bible the author 
rejects as “narrow biblicism.”’ He preaches a 
doctrine of “three interlocking authorities—the 
threefold operation of the Holy Spirit in the Bible, 
in the Chuurch and in the soul of the individual 
believer.”” To him the Bible is only a channel of 
the Word of God. There is no Word without a 
man’s response. This would restore the Church 
to its pre-Reformation slavery. With a low view of 
the Scriptures we may expect other departures 
from Christian doctrine. 

God’s creation of all things out of nothing 
historic Christianity accepts as a fact. Dr. Whale 
contends, however, that “creation is a symbolic 
assertion, not that the world was made by the 
Great Artificer as a carpenter makes a box, but 
that man in all his felt finitude comes from God 
and goes to God. . . . The Christian doctrine of 
creation does not arise from our interest in ex- 





plaining the world or accounting for its ‘origin’ at 
some approximately dateable time in the cosmic 
past. The doctrine of creation ‘out of nothing’ js 
not a scientific description of the time series.” 
All of that leaves us free, of course, to accept any 
current theory of evolution. The first of Genesis 
does not mean what it says. Christianity talks 
about creation only to express “our adoring sense 
of the transcendent majesty of God and our utter 


dependence upon him.” That obviously is not Chris. 
tian doctrine. 


Original guilt is an element in original sip, 
The author proclaims the latter and denies the 
former. “It cannot be stated too emphatically,” he 
declares, “that ‘Original Sin’ neither implies nor 
means ‘Original Guilt.’ The latter expression 
carries with it forensic and penal implications 
which outrage the moral sense. No man can be 
judged guilty because of the misdeeds of his an- 
cestor.””’ With that denial goes his rejection of the 
historical character of the Fall. It “is sym. 
bolism Eden is on no map, and Adam’s fall 
fits no historical calendar The Fall refers, 
not to some dateable aboriginal calamity in the 
historic past of humanity, but to a dimension of 
human experience which is always present— 
namely, that we who have been created for fellow- 
ship with God repudiate it continually; and that 
the whole of mankind does this along with us. 
Every man is his own ‘Adam,’ and all men are 
solidarily ‘Adam.’ ” If the doctrine of the imputa- 
tion of the guilt of Adam’s first transgression out- 
rages one’s moral sense, so must the laying of our 
sin on the Lamb of God, and so must God’s reck- 
oning to us Christ’s perfect righteousness. If every 
man is his own Adam, he likewise must be his own 
righteousness. That leaves the sinner another gos- 
pel which is not another. 


It is a Christian doctrine, and a most precious 
one, that Christ once offered himself a sacrifice 
to satisfy divine justice and to reconcile us to God. 
Dr. Whale speaks of Christ’s bearing the sin of 
others. He calls Christ’s suffering “representative” 
and “vicarious.” But ‘substitution’ does not mean 
“the simple transference of punishment from the 
guilty to the innocent.” Men are to behold Christ 
bearing the suffering which should have _ been 
theirs. ‘“‘And—this is the point—they see what it 
means; they recognize and acknowledge their sin, 
and repent. In this sense they share in the sacri- 
ficial offering of the Servant and make it their 
own.” If that be true, forgiveness is on some other 
basis than the perfect satisfaction of divine justice 
by Christ. The atonement is not objective but sub- 
jective. It is aimed not at God but at man. The 
cross saves no man; everyman saves himself. The 
gospel Christianity has preached and sinners have 
understood, the power of God unto salvation, 1s 
the very doctrine this volume rejects—Christ’s 
penal substitutionary atonement. Paul states it most 
clearly: “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 


written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a 
tree.” 


Christian doctrine is the crying need of the 
Church. We may add that it is also the world’s. 
Dr. Whale’s book, however capable and popular, 
by no means meets the need. We dare welcome 
nothing short of historic Christian doctrine. 

—Adrian DeYoung. 
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The Word Of The Cross 


By William Childs Robinson, Th.D., D.D. 


Published by Sovereign Grace Union, London, and 
distributed by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 


Dr. Alexander Whyte, the distinguished pulpiteer 
and professor of Edinburgh, knew the value of 
books in a minister’s life. When he wanted to 
stress the value of an important volume he was 
wont to say, “Buy this book if you have to sell 
your bed to buy it.” Had this celebrated preacher 
been living to have heard these lectures delivered 
in his city on The Word of the Cross, your re- 
viewer feels sure he would have advised Christian 
ministers and theological students to purchase this 
volume if they had to make a sacrifice to get it. 
Here is much wisdom in little space. It is a book 
as the Scotch would say, “with all the whey 
pressed out.” It has suubstance and weight. It is 
solid and strong. It is convincing to the mind, and 
comforting to the penitent heart. 


- Although these lectures reveal the wide scholar- 
ship of the author, they are not pedantic, and the 
Christian not trained in systematic theology can 
read them with understanding and profit. Dr. 
Robinson writes with grace and charm, but is 
careful to avoid rhetoric that might obscure the 


Cross. There are so many fine statements in this 
book that it is difficult to select samples exhibiting 
its depth of insight into the mystery of redemp- 
tio. Here are several choice ones: “Remove the 
reality of divine wrath, deny the satisfaction of 
divine justice, empty the cup of Gethsemane and 
the dereliction of Golgotha of any direct Godward 
reference, and Calvary becomes a mere passion— 
play, with paganism superceding Christianity in 
the real business of life.” “(His justice required the 
reconciliation; His love wrought it. And the one 
attribute is as significant to the whole process as 
the other.” “The truth of the Gospel is not proved 
true at the bar of reason, but by the fact that it 
shines in its own light—the light of God—and 
illumines everything it touches. To permit un- 
assisted reason to condemn truths that are beyond 
reason is just as irrational as to permit persons 
that are color-blind to deny the fact of color, or 
observers who look only from the outside to deny 
the beauty of a cathedral window. To faith which 
is an intuition awakened by the Holy Spirit the 
truths of the Gospel authenticate themselves as 
divine by their own light.” 


This book contains six lectures on the following 
subjects: “The Centrality of the Cross,” “The 
Enigma of Calvary,” “Reconciled By His Death,” 
“The Sole Foundation for a Just Forgiveness,” “A 
Meditation of Love,” and “The Lamb of God.” 
While not exhaustive, these lectures set forth the 
cardinal ideas of the Reformed View of Christ’s 
Atoning Work on the Cross. All who love this great 
central subject of the Christian religion will feel 
deeply indebted to Dr. Robinson for this able 
and stimulating contribution to Christian thought. 
Preachers who will thoroughly digest the contents 
of this volume will soon find their sermons en- 
riched by The Word of the Cross. 
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SERVICE FLAGS 


There is a service flag in our church, bearing 
on its white bosom forty-two blue stars. They are 
encircled by a royal red border. 

The deep blue—loyalty of the inner spirit— 
speaks of the utter devotion to a great cause to 
which these men are committed completely. 

The white field, on which they rest, speaks of a 
holy passion in their hearts for liberty and peace, 
for righteousness and God. 

The crimson border! It tells how far they are 
willing to go to get the thing done. It is blood- 
red. These men have faced the ultimate in their 
commitment. 

Another Leader in a far-off day, and for a 
finer, holier cause, sounded a call for volunteers: 
“If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily and follow 
me. 

That cross is heavy. That cross is heavier than 
our unaided strength, and, yet, with that weight 
pressing, this same Leader one day asked this fur- 
ther, final question: “Will ye also go away? Do 
you want to quit?” 

In every age this challenge stands. In every age 
men waver. Let’s let Peter speak for us as he did 
for himself and his brethren in that high hour: 
“No, we will not go away. If we thought of going 
away, where could we go? To whom shall we go? 
We have come to believe and to know that: Thou 
art and Thou hast—Thou art that Christ, the 
Son of the Living God. Thou hast the words of 
eternal life. Thou art God. Thou hast in Thine 
hand life, life abundant and endless.” 

Is there a star for me on God’s Service Flag? 
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The Davidson College 


Commencement 


Davidson, N. C., June 10.—Presided over by 
President John Reed Cunningham, the 106th 
commencement exercises of Davidson College were 
held on Monday in Chambers Auditorium as 124 
seniors stepped into the ranks of the alumni. 

Opening with an alumni luncheon on Saturday, 
at which time fifty-year diplomas were awarded to 
the Class of ’92, Toastmaster Dr. Oren Moore, of 
Charlotte, N. C., welcomed into the Alumni Asso- 
ciation the Class of ’42. The principal address of 
the afternoon was delivered by Senator Cameron 
Morrison, who spoke of the spirit of Davidson Col- 
lege as being identical with that which, 150 years 
ago, demolished the army of Cornwallis as he 
marched through North Carolina to Yorktown. 

The baccalaureate sermon was delivered Sunday 
morning by Dr. Teunis E. Gouwens, pastor of the 
Second Presbyterian Church of Louisville, Ky. 
That afternoon an organ recital of sacred music 
= presented by Alwin Burns, of the graduating 
class. 

Albert C. Winn, ’42, recently president of the 
student body, delivered the valedictory address, 
urging Davidson to “keep on” in all the best for 
which she has stood over the years. President 
Cunningham spoke to the graduates in terms of 
the conotation of the word “good-bye,” as- found 
in the Latin, Greek, Hebrew and English lan- 
guages. 

The ceremony was concluded as the class gath- 
ered around the campus flagpole for the awarding 
of 41 army commissions and the lowering of the 
class flag. President Cunningham delivered the 
benediction. 
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Alabama: “I am delighted to know that you are 
calling our Church—all of its officers and people, 
back to thorough orthodoxy and to Paul’s inspired 
teaching of ‘Jesus Christ and Him crucified,’ as 
she only way of salvation. I have read nearly all 
of the first number of The Journal. In these days 
of too much laxness in Bible teaching and preach- 
ing too, in certain places, it is strengthening and 
refreshing to go back to the safe and true inter- 
pretations of the Bible after the manner of Gi- 
rardeau, Palmer, Hemphill, McPheeters, and others 
like them, as in The Journal. I pray for you a 
very large circulation and the greatest spiritual 
and material success.” 


Texas: “Let me offer my congratulations on the 
first issue of The Journal. A medium of expression 
has certainly been needed by the conservative 
leadership of our beloved Church. I am deeply 
grateful for the strong stand you and your col- 
leagues are taking for the faith once delivered. 
I admire the courageous and yet kindly criticism 
of men and movements not true to the Word.” 

Mississippi: “Please enter my subscription for 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal for one year, 
for which I enclose $1.00. I wish to congratulate 
you upon the fine appearance and the splendid 
content of the first issue of The Journal. I feel 
that you have made a splendid beginning and that 


—<—<——— 


a great door of opportunity is open to you.” 
Alabama: “Am most favorably impressed with 
the first issue.” 


Virginia: “I enclose check for two subscriptions 
to The Southern Presbyterian Journal. I am much 
interested in the success of your Journal and haye 
long felt the need of such a paper in our Church.” 

Florida: “Dear Journal: I rejoice at your birth 
and wish for you a long and useful life. I think 
there is a place for you in the realm of religions 
journalism. The men behind you presage a future 
of sound and safe service in behalf of truth. Best 
wishes to you.” 

Alabama: “The first issue of The Journal was 
most encouraging. It struck the right note. I shal] 
continue to pray for the paper’s ministry. The 
need for it is great.” 

Louisiana: “If the copy of The Southern Pres. 
byterian Journal which I have just this afternoon 
received is a fair sample of what the new paper is 
to be, I want to say with all emphasis of which | 
am capable, I am with you in every possible way. 
I have been for many years very much interested 
in such a paper and have wanted to help in doing 
the thing you men have done. Wishing you all sue- 
cess and praying for your continued usefulness, 
I am.” 








We have received hundreds of encouraging letters, excerpts of which 
are given on this and other pages. We now have over one thousand 
bona-fide subscribers, with additional ones coming in on every mail. 
If you believe in the things we are working for, then please help us 


secure additional subscriptions. 
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Please enter my subscription to THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


JOURNAL at $1.00 per year. 


Signed 





Address 
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scriptions. 
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